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CHAPTER  I 


HENRY  MERSHON  III 

(Henry  II,  Henri) 


1.  It  was  the  last  day  of  August  in  the  year  1698.  The  constable 
and  clerk  of  Newtown,  now  Elmhurst,  Long  Island,  had  returned  to  the 
town  fathers  4 'a  true  list  of  the  Inhabitants  and  the  number  of  them  all, 
and  Servants,  White  and  Black  -  Heads  of  Families,  153,  whole  number 
of  Whites  883,  whole  number  of  Negroes  92.”  Here  are  surnames  indicat¬ 
ing  backgrounds  —Dutch,  En glish,  French,  with  the  one  of  interest  to  us 
given  a  phonetic  spelling,  ‘‘Henry  Marshan,  head  of  a  family  of  three.” 

Here  was  the  matured  son  of  Henri  Marchand,  the  French  protestant,  who 
about  1685  had  brought  the  lad  Henry  to  America  to  escape  the  religious 
persecutions. 

Unfortunately,  it  was  not  until  over  a  hundred  years  after  this 
Newtown  listing  that  census  taking  achieved  the  importance  of  recording 
all  ages  and  the  given  names  of  wives  and  children  in  households.  Thus 
we  cannot  assume  that  the  “Ann”  mentioned  in  his  Will  of  1738  was  at 
this  early  date  the  wife  of  this  Henry  Mershon  II.  May  we  not  presume, 
however,  that  in  1698  the  child  in  this  family  of  three  was  Henry  Mershon  III, 
and  that  when  he  grew  to  manhood  he  could  relate  to  his  children  the  story 
of  his  parents’  migration  from  Long  Island  to  the  fair  lands  of  Maidenhead, 
New  Jersey  about  the  year  1700. 

At  any  rate,  we  know  that  Henry  III  was  brought  up  on  his  father’s 
homestead  farm  in  Old  Maidenhead  between  what  is  now  Princeton  and 
Lawrence ville ;  and  we  further  know  that  his  foresighted  father  seized  the 
opportunity  of  purchasing  a  highly  desirable  tract  of  land  to  hold  until  such 
time  as  two  of  his  young  sons  should  be  settled  thereon.  Among  the 
treasures  of  the  Mershon  Association  is  the  old  parchment  deed  of  1708  for 
this  323  acre  tract  from  William  and  Ruth  Stacy  Beaks  to  Henry  Mershon  II. 

We  have  already  described  this  land  site  in  Chapter  XIV  of  My  Folks  , 
and  in  Chapter  I  of  our  story  of  Henry  Ill’s  brother,  Peter  Mershon,  who  in 
1737  received  the  westerly  half  from  his  father.  The  date  of  the  deeding 
of  the  easterly  half  to  Henry  III  is  not  known,  but  it  doubtless  was  as  early 
as  1729,  the  year  of  his  first  marriage.  At  some  time  the  father  must  have 
added  about  50  acres  more,  since  in  his  will  Henry  III  says  he  had  210 
acres  from  his  father. 

Being  the  eldest  son,  he  doubtless  had  his  choice  of  the  two 
portions  into  which  his  father  was  dividing  that  plantation,  and  Henry  III 
had  the  acumen  to  see  the  advantages  of  meadow  land  watered  on  two  sides  ( 
by  well  channeled  creeks.  This,  too,  notwithstanding  that  at  this  time  it  v 
was  not  easily  accessible  to  the  King’s  Highway  through  Maidenhead  —  our 
present  Lincoln  Highway  —  whereon  lived  his  father,  Henry  II.  Access  from 
this  highway  to  Henry  Ill’s  plantation  was  through  what  is  now  Darrow  Lane 
west  of  Lawrenceville,  its  continuation  now  obliterated  extending  diagonally 
towards  the  right  through  the  woods  and  joining  the  house  lane  of  Henry  III. 

2.  The  site  of  this  tract  from  his  father  was  in  the .  northwesterly 
angle  formed  by  the  confluence  of  the  Assunpink  and  Shabbycunk  Creeks 
and  may  best  be  described  by  suggesting  a  drive  north-easterly  from  the 
Trenton  traffic  circle  on  Highway  Route  #1,  commonly  called  the  Bruns¬ 
wick  Pike”.  This  road  run  in  1804,  and  cutting  through  this  old  farm  several 
100  feet  east  of  its  center,  crosses  the  Shabby  chunk  at  a  point  where  the 


stream  lias  be<  n 
,4(  ’olnnial  I  ,alu*l< 


•!H  ; 


iu  •  'hi'  •  • 


elevated  and  wooded,  and  along  its  northerly  edge  is  a  very  narrow,  rutty 
lane  leading  from  the  Pike  back  to  the  Assunpink  creek,  or  rather  to  the 
old  bed  of  the  Delaware  and  Raritan  Canal  which  was  constructed  parallel 
to  the  creek  in  1834.  Near  the  end  of  this  lane,  ideally  located  on  an 
elevation  sloping  down  to  both  creeks,  but  safe  above  any  possible  flood 
waters  was  the  site  of  the  old  family  homestead, according  to  tradition 
handed  down  through  several  generations.  (Since  recording  these  lines 
your  writer  has  found  that  recent  huge  excavations  along  this  Route  #1 
frontage  have  quite  obliterated  these  family  landmarks.) 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  it  was  to  the  home  which  Henry  III 
had  constructed  on  this  site  that  he  took  his  bride,  Mary  Yard  of  Trenton, 
after  their  marriage  in  January  1728.  Here  also  were  born  their  three 
children,  William,  Joseph  and  Benjamin  Mershon,  William  named  for  his 
mother’s  father  and  Joseph  and  Benjamin  for  her  brothers.  These  boys 
were  very  young  when  their  mother  died,  and  they  were  cared  for  tempor- 
\  arily  by  a  negro  slave  woman  named  “Teen”  owned  by  their  Grandfather 
V  Yard,  as  indicated  by  hisJVill  of  1742.  However,  in  December  of  1739 
Henry  III  brought  another  mother  to  these  children  through  his  marriage 
to  Ann  Major.  We  have  record  of  only  one  child  bom  to  them  and  he  was 
given  the  name  of  his  father  and  grandfather  Mershon.  We  designate  him 
as  Henry  IV. 

3.  Of  Henry  III  as  a  churchman,  we  know  little.  There  is  no  early 
membership  roll  preserved  of  the  Maidenhead  Presbyterian  Church 
(Lawrenceville)  except  pne  of  Rev.  Andrew  Morgan’s  pastorate  of  1733- 
1737.  On  that  no  Mershons  are  given  except  Henry  II  and  wife  Ann.  The 
next  membership  lists  possessed  by  the  church  are  of  dates  in  the  1800’s. 
There  is,  however,  a  copy  of  the  early  book  started  by  Rev.  Morgan,  and 
continued  in  desultory  fashion  as  a  trustees’  book  which  is  now  in  pos¬ 
session  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  Pennington,  New  Jersey.  In  that 
Henry  Mershon  III  is  given  as  contributing  to  the  minister's  salary  in 
1738/39.  On  the  other  hand,  the  early  Maidenhead  Township  book  with 
records  beginning  in  1712  is  still  preserved  by  the  Lawrence  Township, 
but  it  is  very  frail  and  in  need  of  complete  copying.  Herein  it  is  shown 
that  in  1739  Henry  III  was  made  a  constable,  an  office  of  considerable 
importance  at  that  date;  that  in  1752  and  1753  he  was  an  overseer  of  the 
poor;  and  in  1753  and  1754  he  was  one  of  the  township  commissioners. 

There  is  little  further  that  we  can  give  in  our  story  of  Henry 
Mershon  III  himself.  His  wife  Ann,  whose  ancestry  we  do  not  know,  must 
have  died  before  November  25,  1771,  the  date  on  which  he  made  his  Will, 
since  she  is  not  mentioned  therein.  This  Will,  proved  March  4,  1777,  from 
which  we  may  presume  that  he  probably  died  in  February,  is  brief  but  con¬ 
cise.  From  his  items  concerning  the  disposition  of  his  estate  and  from  our 
records  which  we  shall  later  use  in  telling  of  his  sons,  we  can  but  conclude 
that  Henry  III  was  a  thrifty  yeoman  with  the  business  ability  to  improve  his 
talents  by  acquiring  extensive  landed  possessions  in  addition  to  the  large 
acreage  inherited  from  his  father. 

There  is  no  certainty  as  to  whether  Henry  III  was  buried  by  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Old  Maidenhead  or  in  the  Upper  Burying  ground  to 
the  northeast  of  the  village  —  Lawrenceville.  A  little  old  field  stone  in 
the  latter,  bearing  merely  the  carving  “H.  Mershon  A  80  Y  9  M”  was  once 
thought  to  be  his,  but  since  we  have  both  the  birth  and  death  date  of  Henry, 
son  of  Andrew,  and  know  that  he  died  at  that  age,  ,we  can  /hake  no  definite 
conclusion.  While,  therefore,  we  can  lay  no  flowers  upon  his  grave,  we 
can  and  do  honor  the  memory  of  this  eldest  son  of  Henry  Mershon  II. 
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GREAT-GRANDCHILDREN  OF  WILLIAM4 

(Heniy  III,  Henry  II,  Henri) 
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CHILDREN  OF  HENRY  MERSHON  III 

4.  Our  various  sources  of  information  give  account  of  but  four 
children  of  Henry  III,  all  sons.  If  there  were  daughters  or  other  sons  we 
feel  sure  they  must  have  died  young.  No  bible  or  baptismal  or  grave 
marker  records  have  been  found  of  these  four,  except  those  on  the  grave  of 
Henry  IV,  so  we  must  estimate  their  birth  dates.  This  can  be  done  with 
fair  accuracy  because  of  the  two  marriage  license  records  of  Henry  III,  the 
first  in  1728,  the  second  in  1739.  We,  therefore,  approximate  the  births 
as  William  around  1730/1,  Joseph  around  1733/4,  Benjamin  around  1736/7. 
Henry  IV’s  date  was  1740/1.  We  shall  discuss  these  children  in  the  order 
of  birth. 
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CHAPTER  II 


WILLIAM4  MERSHON 

(Henry  HI,  Henry  II,  Henri) 

5.  First,  there  was  William  who  was  reared  from  young  boyhood  by 
his  stepmother  and  who  in  all  probability  remained  in  his  father’s  house 
during  his  entire  lifetime.  We  draw  this  conclusion  from  our  knowledge 
of  his  father's  early  provision  for  the  other  sons,  with  the  evident  inten¬ 
tion  of  reserving  the  family  homestead  plantation  for  W'illiam,  the  eldest; 
and  also  from  the  fact  that  his  father’s  second  wife  died  sometime  before 

1763,  so  that  logically  William  and  his  family  would  have  occupied  the 
house  with  the  father. 

Our  first  record  of  William  in  his  maturity  is  of  February  27, 

1764,  the  date  of  his  license  to  wed  Sarah  Titus,  who  was  one  of  the 
daughters  of  John  Titus  of  Hopewell  Township.  A  bit  of  interesting  lore 
concerning  her  has  come  down  through  son  Titus,  who  is  quoted  as  say¬ 
ing  that  “when  the  British  would  come  to  his  father’s  house,  his  mother 
would  hang  out  as  many  red  signals  as  there  were  British  in  the  house.’’ 
This  may  have  referred  to  the  period  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  or  to  the 
pre-war-  period  when  the  British  soldiers  would  quarter  themselves  upon 
any  convenient  household  for  both  food  and  sleeping,  and  the  citizens 
were  powerless  to  resist.  We  can  relate  little  further  concerning  William 
himself,  except  to  note  that  in  1772  he  was  overseer  of  roads  in 
Maidenhead  Township,  and  in  1780  and  1783  he  was  on  the  township 
committee.  We  do,  however,  have  considerable  material  on  his  sons  which 
relates  directly  to  William  himself. 

We  shall  review  certain  items  in  the  abstracts  of  two  Wills  which 
fully  clarify  the  names  of  his  children.  First,  is  that  of  John  Titus  of 
Hopewell  Township.  It  is  of  date  April  2,  1784  and  states:  “Grandchildren 
Andrew,  Titus,  Isaac,  Benjamin,  Joab  and  Anne  Mershon,  1/5  of  my  real 
and  personal  estate  to  be  paid  to  the  sons  when  they  arrive  at  the  full  age 
of  21  years  and  the  daughter  at  full  age  of  18  years.’’  He  then  mentions 
four  married  daughters:  Rebekah  Phillips,  Hannah  Stillwell,  Mary  Hoagland 
and  Anna  Ege,  who  are  to  have  the  remainder  of  his  estate.  Here  is 
clearly  the  fifth  to  which  his  deceased  daughter,  Sarah  Mershon,  was 
entitled  bequeathed  to  William’s  six  children.  The  other  Will  is  that  of 
William  Mershon,  father  of  the  children,  made  October  5,  1777  -  no  wife 
is  mentioned;  he  names  these  same  six  children.  His  homestead  farm  he 
divides  between  Andrew  and  Isaac,  Andrew’s  portion  to  be  that  where 
stood  the  family  home  at  the  confluence  of  the  two  creeks.  To  Titus  he 
gives  his  plantation  in  Hopewell.  He  states:  “I  order  my  son  Andrew  to 
pay  50  pounds  to  my  executors  within  one  year  after  he  comes  to  the  age 
of  21  years,  which  is  to  be  equally  divided  between  sons  Benjamin  and 
Joab.  'He  further  states  that  every  son  is  under  21  and  Anna  under  18. 

He  designates  the  disposal  of  his  negroes,  and  says:  “I  order  that  my 
said  children  be  brought  up  and  educated  out  of  the  profits  from  my  said 
land  and  interest  of  money.’’  Codicil  of  June  8,  1782  makes  no  changes 
except  in  the  amount  to  daughter  Anne  and  the  adding  of  a  negro  girl  to 
her  bequest.  This  all  appears  to  be  clear  cut,  but  we  have  a  problem 
concerning  the  birth  dates  of  Andrew  and  Titus.  As  sons  from  a  1764 
marriage,  there  are  events  in  their  later  lives  which  seem  irreconcilable 
with  what  normally  would  have  been  their  ages  at  the  time,  and  yet  there 
is  absolutely  no  doubt  Unit  the  Andrew  and  Titus  concerned  were  Uie  sons 
of  William  aim  grandsons  of  Henry  Mershon  III.  Wo  have  ample  proof  as  to 
their  identity. 
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6.  We  shall  continue  this  problem  concerning  Andrew  and  Titus  \  / 
before  giving  their  fuller  individual  history.  Andrew’s  wife  was  Mary 
JTard,  and  ten  years  after  his  death  in  1834  she  applied  for  a  pension  on 
his  Revolutionary  War  service,  giving  in  her  application  numerous  original 
receipts  signed  by  Andrew,  and  directional  papers  received  by  him  from  the 
Quartermaster  General  during  his  service  from  May  19,  1777  to  January  15, 
1779  as  wagonmaster  in  charge  of  teams,  with  a  brigade  of  as  many  as 
nine  drivers.  Had  Andrew  been  born  the  first  of  the  year  1765,  he  would 
have  been  but  twelve  to  fourteen  years  old  at  this  time,  and  it  is  difficult 
to  understand  how  such  a  youth  could  have  been  given  such  mature  service. 
The  pension  papers  give  the  death  of  widow  Mary  as  June  16,  1845  and  her 
grave  stone  corroborates  that,  giving  her  birth  date  as  Jan.  1,  1755.  Thus 
she  would  have  been  ten  years  older  than  her  husband. 

As  to  Titus,  he  moved  to  Kentucky  and  in  1834  made  application 
for  a  pension,  giving  a  lengthy  account  of  Revolutionary  War  service  in 
New  Jersey  extending  from  1776  to  1781.  Later,  after  his  death  in  1841 
his  widow  received  a  pension  and  in  that  record  his  birth  is  given  as 
“about  1756’’.  Our  transcripts  differ.  There  was  no  corroborative  evidence 
for  this  record.  Thus  we  have  a  further  puzzle  in  the  statements  of  Titus, 
yet  he  is  one  and  the  same  Titus  -  the  son  of  William  and  grandson  of 
Henry  Mershon  III,  as  well  as  of  John  Titus  from  whose  Will  we  have 
quoted.  If  Titus  Mershon  was  born  in  1756,  there  can  be  but  one  solution 
as  to  his  mother.  She  must  have  been  another  daughter  of  John  Titus,  a 
first  wife  of  William  Mershon,  and  Sarah  of  the  1764  marriage,  also  a  Titus 
daughter,  but  a  second  wife  of  William.  This  would  likewise  solve  the 
seeming  precocity  of  the  older  brother  of  Titus,  Andrew  Mershon.  Yet  it  is 
a  bit  suggestive  that  both  Andrew  and  Titus  gave  their  first  child,  a 
daughter,  the  name  “Sarah”. 


ANDREW  C.5  MERSHON 
JOAB  T.5  MERSHON 

(William4,  Henry  III,  Henry  II,  Henri) 

7.  Having  stated  the  events  in  the  lives  of  Andrew  and  Titus  which 
link  their  names  together,  we  shall  complete  our  story  of  Andrew  and  com¬ 
bine  it  with  that  of  his  youngest  brother  Joab,  because  of  circumstances 
which  intimately,  although  unhappily,  closely  associate  them.  Andrew’s 
father  William  died  in  1783  and  in  1787  Andrew  was  married  to  Mary  Yard, 
daughter  of  Archibald,  and  granddaughter  of  Joseph  Yard  who  was  a 
brother  of  Andrew’s  grandmother  Mary  Yard.  Mary’s  Grandmother  Yard  was 
Anne,  daughter  of  the  eminent  John  Dagworthy  of  Maidenhead  and  Trenton. 
As  we  have  noted,  Andrew’s  father  William  bequeathed  to  Andrew  the 
family  homesite  which  we  described  in  the  beginning  of  our  story  concern¬ 
ing  Henry  III.  Here  were  bom  the  two  children  of  Andrew  and  Mary  — 
Sarah6  in  1788  and  Edward  Yard6  Mershon  in  1790.  Andrew’s  brother,  Joab 
Mershon  had  moved  to  New  Market,  now  Linvale  in  Amwell  Township, 
probably  before  1798  when  he  was  married  to  Margaret  Hunt,  daughter  of 
Obediah.  We  find  Joab’s  name  in  Amwell  in  numerous  estate  settlements 
as  taker  of  inventories. 

In  further  reviewing  the  items  in  the  Will  of  the  father,  William, 
we  note  that  Andrew  was  instructed  that  within  one  year  after  he  should 
become  twenty -one,  he  was  to  pay  fifty  pounds  to  the  estate  executors  to 
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be  equally  divided  between  his  brothers  Benjamin  and  Joab  when  they 
should  attain  the  age  of  21  years.  Now  the  birth  date  of  Joab,  also  called 
“Joab  T. ",  is  the  only  one  of  these  six  children  of  William  Mershon  that 
we  have  ever  found.  It  is  from  Joab’s  bible  which  had  been  handed  down 
to  his  granddaughter,  Mary  Catherine  Burd,  and  when  the  records  were 
copied  by  your  writer  in  1936)the  bible  was  in  possession  of  her  daughter, 
Mrs.  Oliver  Lewis  at  Woodville,  Hunterdon  County,  New  Jersey.  This  is 
near  old  New  Market  and  the  hamlet  Harbourton,  where  in  the  cemetery  are 
buried  Joab  T.,  his  wife,  Margaret  Hunt,  and  numerous  others  of  this  branch. 
The  bible  gives  Joab’s  birth  as  November  30,  1771;  thus,  he  became  of  age 
in  1792.  Thence  followed  many  years  of  unhappiness  between  him  and  his 
brother  Andrew,  since  Andrew  had  never  discharged  his  debt  to  Joab,  as 
designated  by  their  father.  Andrew  mortgaged  his  ancestral  home  in 
October  1792,  and  paid  Benjamin  but  not^Joab;  in  fact  the  matter  was  in 
Chaucery  Court  for  many  years  and  was  not  finally  settled  until  after 
Andrew's  death  in  1834.  Joab  seems  to  have  won  in  the  courts.  Our 
charts  give  further  data  on  his  children  who  were:  William,  John  H., 
Nathaniel,  Edward,  Rebecca  Ann,  and  Sarah. 

8.  By  deeds  of  the  same  date,  March  26,  1794,  Andrew  Mershon  and 
wife  Mary  exchanged  their  farm  at  the  confluence  of  the  Assumpink  and 
Shabbacunk  Creeks,  200  acres  valued  at  1100  pounds,  for  that  of  Jonathan 
Hunt  and  wife  Abigail,  120  acres  valued  at  737  pounds  in  Maidenhead 
Township.  This  later  home  of  Andrew  was  north'west  of  Princeton  along 
the  westerly  end  of  what  is  now  Rosedale  Road,  and  extended  for  a  dis¬ 
tance  westward  along  the  present  Carter  Road.  It  included  the  land  on 
which  is  the  Rosedale  Chapel.  The  homestead  dwelling  is  back  from 
Carter  Road  opposite  the  dead  end  of  Rosedale  Road,  and  of  late  was 
owned  by  H.  W.  Hoisington,  now  by  Alex  B.  Carver.  The  house  was  made 
over  a  number  of  years  ago  under  the  ownership  of  Mrs.  William  M. 
Dickinson.  The  oldest  portion  with  its  heavy  stone  walls  and  huge  fire¬ 
place  is  exceedingly  interesting.  In  1836,  after  the  death  of  Andrew,  the 
farm  was  bought  by  Colonel  Foster  Van  Kirk,  husband  of  Sarah  Mershon, 
the  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Mary.  Sarah  and  Foster  were  parents  of  eight 
children.  Sarah  died  in  1827  and  Foster  remarried  and  had  eight  more 
children. 

Andrew's  wife  Mary  outlived  her  husband  and  both  children, 

Sarah  and  Edward  Y.,  as  was  stated  in  her  pension  record.  This  gives 
her  death  date  as  June  16,  1845,  and  these  records  accord  with  Mary’s 
Will  and  the  family  gravestones.  Her  Will  was  made  March  22,  1845  and 
probated  June  27,  1845.  Therein  she  mentions  numerous  Van  Kirk  grand¬ 
children,  and  a  great-granddaughter,  Henrietta,  whose  mother  was  Mary  Van 
Kirk  and  father  William  Webster  Mershon,  grandson  of  Houghton  Mershon. 

The  family  grave  plot  at  the  left  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Lawrence- 
ville  shows  the  stones  of  Mary’s  devoted  brother,  Edward  Yard,  Esq.;  of 
Andrew’s  and  Mary's  son  Edward  Mershon;  and  of  “Mary  Mershon,  widow 
of  Andrew  Mershon,  sister  of  Edward  Yard,  bom  Jan.  1,  1755,  died  June 
16,  1845.’’  Deterioration  of  marking  now  makes  theyear  appear  1815.  Un¬ 
fortunately  there  is  no  stone  for  Andrew  to  tell  us  his  birth  date.  Family 
funds  pro bably  did  not  permit  its  erection,  since  his  estate  was  involved 
in  the  still  unsettled  controversity  over  the  indebtedness  of  Andrew  C. 
Mershon  to  Joab  T.  Mershon,  the  eldest  and  the  youngest  sons  of  William 
Mershon,  and  grandsons  of  Henry  Mershon  III. 
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TITUS5  MERSHON 
BENJAMINS  MERSHON 

(William4-,  Henry  III,  Henry  II,  Henri) 

9.  We  have  already  introduced  Titus  Mershon  in  our  story  concern¬ 
ing  the  Revolutionary  War  Pensions  of  him  and  his  brother  Andrew,  and 
the  consequent  uncertainty  of  their  birth  dates.  In  that  discussion  we 
mentioned  that  Titus  had  been  among  the  New  Jersey  youth  who  journeyed 
to  the  “southlands"  and  settled  there  after  the  Revolution.  We  recall  that 
the  bequest  to  Titus  in  his  father  William’s  Will,  was  the  father’s  “farm  in 
Hopewell  Township’’.  We  have  never  been  able  to  locate  this  farm  nor  to 
find  when  or  to  w'hom  he  sold  it.  In  fact  the  only  records  of  Titus  in 
New  Jersey  which  we  have  are  those  in  the  wills  of  his  father,  of  his 
brother  Isaac,  and  of  his  grandfather,  John  Titus,  and  an  account  item  in 
the  estate  of  Jonathan  Smith  of  Hopewell  Township  under  date  of  April  9, 
1792,  “paid  Titus  Mershon  in  full  of  a  bond,  139.2.0’’. 

Thus  our  continued  story  of  Titus  begins  with  his  presence  in 
Kentucky,  where  his  Revolutionary  pension  says  he  went  from  Morgantown, 
Virginia,  after  leaving  his  New  Jersey  home.  As  with  Titus,  we  find 
records  of  his  brother  Benjamin  in  his  native  state  only  in  those  same 
three  Wills  and  the  mention  of  him  in  the  court  suits  between  his  brothers 
Andrew  C.  and  Joab  T.,  with  the  payment  to  him  in  1792  of  the  balance  of 
his  father’s  estate  funds  due  him.  With  this  sum  received  by  Benjamin, 
and  the  above  mentioned  bond  paid  to  Titus,  also  in  179  2,  we  may  presume 
that  the  brothers  financed  their  migration  to  the  south  and  that  they 
journeyed  together.  We  find  them  both  well  settled  in  Franklin  County, 
Kentucky  in  1795.  In  the  census  of  that  year,  Titus  is  shown  as  a  tax¬ 
payer  and  owner  of  two  slaves;  and  in  August  1795,  Benjamin  was  selling 
land.  The  records  of  that  county  also  show  Benjamin  as  a  grantor  on 
deeds  in  1805,  1812  and  1815.  In  none  of  these  transactions  did  a  wife 
join,  so  we  conclude  that  he  was  a  bachelor.  He  is  said  to  have  died  in 
Frankfort,  Ky.  Since  the  known  facts  concerning  Beniamin  Mershons  in 
other  parts  of  Kentucky  and  Virginia  clearly  differentiate  them  from  this 
cousin  of  the  same  name,  there  can  be  no  confusing  of  their  identities; 
and  since  we  have  so  little  of  record  concerning  this  Benjamin  Mershon, 
son  of  William  and  grandson  of  Henry  III,  we  have  included  his  few  items 
in  our  story  of  his  brothers,  Andrew  and  Joab,  and  of  this  brother,  Titus 
Mershon. 

10.  Returning  to  Franklin  County,  Kentucky,  we  find  a  marriage 
record  of  January  30,  1796  —  “Titus  Mershon  to  Nancy  Weedon."  Nancy 
(Anna)  was  the  daughter  of  Nathaniel  T.  Weedon  whose  wife  died  when 
Nancy  was  a  child  and  she  was  reared  in  the  home  of  a  relative,  Daniel 
Owsley.  Titus  and  Nancy  were  parents  of  six  children,  born  between 
1797  and  1812,  whose  bible  record  and  other  valuable  information  we  have 
had  from  the  great-grandson  of  Titus,  Dr.  John  J.  Moren  of  Louisville, 
Kentucky.  His  father  was  Judge  William  Titus  Moren,  and  his  grand-  * 
parents  Nancy6  Mershon  and  John  Moren.  A  tradition  concerning  Nancy 
Mershon  Moren  comes  to  us  from  her  great-granddaughter.  Hazel  Moren 
Kohlmorgan  of  Norristown,  Pennsylvania,  who  says  that  Nancy  was  such 
a  tiny  woman  that  her  husband  made  a  child  size  chair  with  rockers  that 
rock  to  the  side  for  her  to  use  in  rocking  her  babies.  The  chair  is  still 
preserved.  Of  the  other  daughters  of  Titus  we  have  little  to  tell  -  Sarah 
and  her  husband  John  Aikman  moved  to  Texas;  Betsey  married  Sam 
Black  and  of  Polly,  we  are  uncertain.  Their  brother,  Weedon  Mershon 
ulso  moved  to  Texas.  Of  William,  son  of  Titus  we  shall  tell  presently. 
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In  the  versions  concerning  the  later  life  of  Titus  Mershon,  we 
accept  these  probable  facts.  He  was  a  merchant  in  Frankfurt,  Kentucky, 
and  was  "said  to  have  been  the  richest  man  there,  but  he  failed  in  busi¬ 
ness  and  moved  to  Laurel  County, xx  prior  to  his  wife’s  death  in  1813.” 

The  place  where  he  settled  long  bore  the  name  "Mershon’s  Cross  Hoads”, 
more  recently  called  "Mershons”.  In  1938  Mrs.  Grant  Templin,  post¬ 
mistress  there  for  42  years  stated:  "This  is  in  the  country,  only  a  house 
on  U.S.  Route  25.  It  is  said  that  Titus  Mershon  settled  this  place  and 
built  part  of  our  house  and  set  out  a  pear  tree  that  didn’t  bear  until  it  was 
25  years  old.”  We  have  had  many  items  concerning  this  tree  and  are 
fortunate  in  having  a  picture  of  it  given  us  by  Mrs.  Hazel  Moren  Kohlmorgan. 
That  the  tree  was  still  standing  in  recent  years  is  told  in  a  letter  of 
December  1947  from  William  B.  Mershon,  Jr.  of  the  line  of  Thomas,  son  of 
Henry  II,  who  states  that  he  once  stopped  there  and  was  shown  this  pear 
tree  planted  by  the  early  Mershon  settler.  Another  story  about  Titus, 
though  not  so  easily  verified,  has  come  down  through  an  old  letter  — 

"During  the  War  of  1812  Titus  took  a  fleeing  soldier  behind  him  on  his 
horse  and  fought  the  Indians  with  his  sword  until  both  escaped.” 

11.  The  children  of  Titus  were  all  young  when  their  mother  died, 
but  there  is  no  record  of  his  remarriage  until  1832  when  he  wed  Elizabeth 
Davis,  who  was  fully  a  generation  his  junior.  She  must  have  been  a 
clever  woman  indeed.  Titus  died  in  1842  and  in  1845  she  married  William 
Hubbard  who  died  in  1855.  She  immediately  applied  for  a  pension  on  the 
Revolutionary  Record  of  her  former  husband,  Titus  Mershon,  and  it  was 
granted. 

In  a  previous  paragraph  we  have  told  of  five  children  of  Titus 
and  Nancy  Mershon,  reserving  William,  the  elder  son,  and  his  posterity  to 
discuss  at  this  point.  He  was  born  in  1805  and  was  but  a  small  lad  when 
his  father  moved  to  the  wilderness  country  in  southeast  Kentucky.  Their 
new  home  was  near  the  crossing  of  main  Indian  paths  to  both  the  east  and 


PART  OF  THE  ORIGINAL  HOME  OF  TITUS  MERSHON  WITH  ITS 
SIX  FOOT  SQUARE  STONE  CHIMNEY  IS  EMBODIED  AS  ONE  ROOM 
IN  THIS  PRE -CIVIL  WAR  HOUSE  AT  MERSHONS,  KENTUCKY.  BE¬ 
HIND  AT  THE  RIGHT  IS  THE  PEAR  TREE  PLANTED  BY  TITUS  AND 
STILL  BEARING  FRUIT  IN  1941  OR  LATER. 
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west  and  the  north  and  south.  William  grew  up  as  a  hardy  pioneer  and  he 
loved  that  life.  At  the  age  of  about  twenty  he  was  dispatched  on  some 
government  errand  to  Canada,  and  one  of  his  stopping  places  enroute  was 
Basking  Ridge,  New  Jersey.  Here  the  dashing,  brilliant  youth  was  received 
in  the  social  circles  and  an  attachment  quickly  developed  between  him 
and  Sarah  Lyon,  daughter  of  one  of  the  “first  families0.  Here  we  take 
our  story  back  to  the  bible  of  Dr.  Moren  of  Kentucky,  from  which  we  have 
the  birth  dates  of  the  children  of  Titus,  and  this  quotation:  “William  went 
to  New  Jersey,  met  a  Sarah  Lyon,  who  called  him  the  ‘plucky  Kentuck’. 

He  went  on  to  Canada,  then  shortly  returned  to  New  Jersey,  married  the 
girl  who  called  him  the  ‘plucky  Kentuck’.  He  brought  her  home  and 
they  lived  here  in  Kentucky  for  a  short  time  and  then  went  away,  and  we 
have  not  heard  from  him  since."  We  wonder  why  this  bible  did  not  record 
the  birth  of  William  and  Sarah’s  son,  Stephen  Lyon  Mershon,  which 
occurred  in  Kentucky  near  the  old  Mershon  Crossroads  homestead  on 
March  4,  1827. 

12.  Years  after  this,  Sarah  used  to  tell  her  posterity  of  her  experi¬ 
ences  during  those  years  -  of  the  “rugged  trip"  to  and  from  Kentucky, 
of  the  “traveling  over  mountains,  following  trails  and  fording  streams", 
and  of  their  abode  in  the  region  where  Indians  frequently  encamped  near 
them.  We  can  readily  understand  why  as  the  bible  record  says,  “they 
went  away".  Sarah  must  have  found  much  more  glamour  in  her  Plucky 
William’s  rehearsal  of  Kentucky  life  than  she  did  in  being  a  participant 
in  it  herself. 

Tiie  year  1829  found  them  back  in  New  Jersey  at  New  Brunswick. 
Here  two  little  girls  were  bom  to  them,  but  lived  only  a  short  time.  Young 
Stephan  L.,  however,  inherited  his  father’s  sturdiness,  and  many  are  the 
tales  of  his  childhood  exploits.  As  time  passed,  William’s  hardy  pioneer 
blood  and  former  less  restrained  life  could  not  adjust  him  to  the  cultured, 
religious  atmosphere  of  his  New  Jersey  environment,  and  by  1835  a  part¬ 
ing  of  the  ways  resulted.  Sarah  remained  in  New  Jersey  with  their  young 
son,  of  whom  we  shall  speak  again  shortly,  while  William  returned  to 
Kentucky. 

13.  Here  in  Laurel  County,  as  the  record  shows,  he  was  married  tb 
Nancy  Hazelwood  on  December  22,  1835;  and  here  also  are  recorded  deeds 
of  conveyance  given  by  William  and  Nancy  in  1848,  1849,  and  1852.  By 
1858  the  adventurous  spirit  again  so  stirred  William  that  his  whole  family 
pioneered  to  Wise  County,  Texas,  which  at  that  time  was  but  sparsely 
settled.  “Comanche  Indians,  long  hom  cattle  and  wild  mustangs  roamed 
the  hills  of  that  part  of  this  new  state,"  but  we  presume  that  the  Kentucky 
wife,  Nancy,  was  reconciled  to  that  kind  of  life.  A  few  years  after  this 
the  family  was  honored  by  the  appointment  of  one  of  the  older  sons,  Henry, 
as  United  States  Marshall  for  the  entire  Indian  Territory,  a  post  which  he 
held  for  forty  years.  The  other  children  of  William  and  Nancy  were: 

Fred  Links,  William,  Granville  and  Adriana. 

The  only  detailed  information  which  we  have  about  any  of  them 
concerns  Fred  Links  and  his  descendants.  He  was  married  first  to 
Frances  Lawley  of  W'ise  County  and  second  to  Mary  Jane  Reed.  Of  the 
several  children  by  his  wife  Mary,  we  have  had  contact  only  with  Edgar. 

Fred,  Jr.,  son  of  Fred  and  Frances,  moved  into  Oklahoma,  whore 
for  many  years  he  was  Superintendent  of  Schools  in  Sequoyah  County.  He 
and  his  stepmother,  Mary  J.  Mershon,  gave  the  Mershon  Association 
initial  data  on  their  background,  but  it  remained  for  the  widow  Connie  of 
Fred,  Jr.,  and  children  of  Ills  own  sister,  Mary  Mershon  Jones,  to  more 
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fully  complete  their  family  group  picture.  This  did  not  occur  until  19  52, 
when  upon  a  visit  to  his  son,  John  Bryan  Jones,  Jr.,  a  student  at 
Princeton  University,  the  father,  John  Bryan  Jones,  only  son  among  ten 
children  of  Mary  Mershon  Jones,  met  by  chance  two  Mershon  Association 
members,  and  was  told  some  of  the  early  family  traditions.  His  resultant 
enthusiasm  produced  further  records  of  his  own  group,  and  brought  him 
and  his  wife  Grace  from  Baltimore,  his  Aunt  Connie  from  Oklahoma,  his 
sisters  Mary  Howell  from  Texas,  Ethel  Sanders  and  Frances  Clerc  from 
Virginia,  and  their  niece,  Susan  Hall  from  Washington  to  visit  their  New 
Jersey  ancestral  sites.  Thus  has  come  about  a  mutual  enlargement  of 
knowledge  and  interest  in  heritage  among  the  posterity  of  the  second  fine 
family  of  Kentucky  born  William  Mershon,  son  of  Titus. 

14.  We  return  now  to  the  first  family  of  this  William,  the  wife  and 
child  he  left  in  New  Jersey  and  we  find  them  at  Basking  Ridge,  the 
early  home  of  Sarah  Lyon  Mershon.  Naturally,  the  mother’s  life  task  now 
centered  upon  rearing  the  young  son,  Stephen  L.  He  received  “the 
thoroughly  grounded  and  well-developed  educational  culture  of  that  day”, 
while  at  the  same  time,  he  found  ways  of  earning  funds  to  assist  partly 
in  the  defraying  of  his  schooling  expenses.  He  was  graduated  from  the 
College  of  New  Jersey,  now  Princeton  University,  in  1850,  and  from  the 
Princeton  Theological  Seminary  in  1854.  That  same  year  he  received  a 
call  as  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  East  Hampton,  Long  Island, 
and  took  with  him  his  bride,  Mary  Talmage,  four  of  whose  brothers  were 
ministers,  one  being  the  distinguished  Rev.  T.  DeWitt  Talmage.  The 
12  year  period  of  Stephen’s  ministry  there  was  outstanding  in  the  history 
of  this  historic  church.  Then  after  a  brief  pastorate  in  Connecticut,  they 
removed  to  Middlebush,  New  Jersey,  a  short  distance  from  New  Brunswick, 
and  took  the  parish  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church.  Here  their  ninth  child 
was  born  and  here  occurred  the  great  breaks  in  this  wonderful  family 
circle. 

First  the  mother  was  taken;  then  in  1874  at  the  age  of  only  47 
years,  and  on  the  third  day  after  his  marriage  to  another  Mary  Talmadge,  a 
niece  of  his  beloved  first  Mary,  he  suddenly  died  of  pneumonia.  His  aged 
mother,  Sarah  Lyon  Mershon,  and  his  eight  surviving  children  were 
faithfully  cared  for  by  his  young  bride;  but  for  all  this,  and  the  fascinating 
story  which  we  have  but  meagerly  outlined  here,  we  refer  you  to  the 
memorial  to  his  parents  written  by  the  fourth  child  of  this  family,  the  late 
Stephen  Lyon  Mershon,  Jr.,  an  early  helpful  member  of  our  Association, 
and  an  author  of  numerous  books  on  diverse  subjects.  Resultant  from 
years  of  research  by  him  and  his  daughter,  Adelaide  Purcell,  that  on 
“Reverend  Stephen  L.  Mershon  and  Mary  Talmadge  Mershon  His  Wife’’  is 
truly  outstanding  in  its  character  sketching  and  family  history  presentation. 
This  writer  was  uncle  of  the  late  Claude  Mershon,  who  published  our  first 
bit  of  Mershon  history  in  the  1920’s;  and  was  father  of  Stephen  L.  Mershon 
3rd,  a  1910  graduate  of  Princeton  University,  long  a  stanch  worker  in  the 
Association,  and  our  present  assiduous  executive  secretary  and  treasurer, 
who  is  responsible  for  our  book  printing  and  other  such  meticulous  duties. 
These  all  are  worthy  descendants  of  the  Reverend  Stephen  Lyon  Mershon 
who  indeed  combined  all  the  finest  qualities  of  his  mother’s  cultural, 
religious  Lyon  background  and  those  of  his  brilliant,  restless  pioneer- 
minded  father,  Wiiliam,  son  of  Titus  Mershon  of  New  Jersey  and  Kentucky. 
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ISAAC5  MERSHON 
ANNA5  MERSHON 

(William4,  Henry  III,  Henry  II,  Henri) 

15.  Because  of  their  close  association  in  certain  events  of  their 
lives,  we  have  discussed  in  pairs  four  of  the  children  of  William,  son  of 
Henry  Mershon  III.  We  now  conclude  the  outline  of  this  William’s  descend 
ants  with  our  few  items  concerning  the  two  remaining  children,  Isaac  and 
Anna. 

Anna  had  been  given  the  name  of  her  grandmother  Titus.  Being 
the  only  girl  among  five  brothers,  it  would  seem  that  some  one  of  them 
would  have  had  some  record  concerning  her,  but  we  have  found  nothing 
at  all  except  the  mention  of  her  name  in  the  wills  of  her  father  her  brother 
Isaac  and  her  grandfather,  John  Titus.  —  Thus  we  simply  announce  that 
there  was  such  a  daughter. 

Our  first  record  concerning  Isaac  is  his  father  William’s  bequest 
for  one  portion  of  the  two  into  which  he  was  dividing  his  homestead 
estate,  Andrew,  we  recall,  receiving  the  section  at  the  confluence  of  the 
two  creeks.  We  do  not  know  when  Isaac  became  twenty-one,  but  by  early 
in  1791  he  had  been  married  to  “Martha”,  a  granddaughter  of  Edward  Hunt 
of  Hopewell,  according  to  the  Hunt  Will  of  1792.  In  the  early  fall  of  1791 
Iaaac  must  have  been  ill,  since  on  September  8th  he  executed  his  Will 
and  in  less  than  a  month  he  had  died,  the  Will  probation  being  October  7th. 
Isaac  provided  for  Martha  as  long  as  she  should  continue  his  widow,  and 
he  mentioned  all  of  his  brothers  and  sister  Anna  as  possible  beneficiaries, 
“unless  should  Martha  prove  in  her  pregnancy  to  have  a  child  or  children, 
then  such  to  be  heir  of  residue  when  of  age”. 

16.  Well,  Martha  had  a  son  whom  she  named  “Isaac”,  and  she  did 
not  long  continue  a  widow,  for  on  February  5,  179  5  a  petition  was  granted 
to  “Thomas  Tindall  and  wife  Martha,  late  Martha  Mershon,  widow  of  Isaac 
deceased”  whereby  Thomas  Tindall  became  guardian  of  young  Isaac 
Mershon. 

The  next  month,  March  1795,  Elias  Phillips,  executor  of  the 
estate  of  Isaac,  filed  his  accounting,  a  lengthy  document  with  many  inter¬ 
esting  items.  Among  these  are  shown  receipts  of  rent  from  five  different 
tenants,  either  for  lands  or  house  and  land.  Also  in  1792  was  shown 
“24.15.10,  the  amount  of  a  debt  received  of  Simeon  Phillips,  Executor  of 
the  estate  of  John  Titus,  deceased”.  This  must  have  represented  all  or 
part  of  the  bequest  to  Isaac  from  his  grandfather,  John  Titus.  Among  the 
accounting  items  for  cash  expended  was  ”5  sh.  6p.  tax  for  building  the 
courthouse”. 

Of  the  mature  life  of  Isaac,  Jr.  and  the  next  generation  we  have 
nothing  except  that  Isaac’s  wife  was  “Abigail”,  and  they  had  one  child, 
at  least,  Martha  Mershon,  who  married  a  Wilson,  and  was  baptised  as 
“Mrs.  Wilson”  on  April  27,  1845,  at  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  of 
the  Evangelists,  at  Philadelphia. 

With  this  we  -close  our  chapter  on  the  descendancy  of  Henry 
Mershon  III  through  his  son  William,  and  W'illiam's  six  children,  Andrew, 
Titus,  Isaac,  Benjamin,  Joab  and  Anna. 
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CHAPTER  III 

\ 

joseph4mershon 

(Henry  III,  Henry  II,  Henri) 

17.  In  our  preceding  chapter  on  the  family  of  Joseph  Mershon 's 
oldest  brother  William  we  have  seen  how  the  adventurous  spirit  of 
William's  sons,  Benjamin  and  Titus,  and  of  the  posterity  of  Titus  took 
them  far  into  the  unsettled  southwest.  We  can  but  wonder  what  influence 
their  Uncle  Joseph's  migration  to  the  "southland"  during  the  1770's  may 
have  had  on  these  youths,  for  Joseph  was  the  second  of  record  of  all  the 
Mershons  to  leave  "Jersey"  for  distant  pioneer  settlement.  Or,  perhaps, 
did  Joseph  and  his  family  go  in  the  company  of  his  cousin,  Cornelius 
Mershon,  son  of  Joseph's  uncle,  Andrew  of  Hopewell;  Cornelius  was  in 
Culpepper  County,  Virginia,  as  early  as  1776,  and  Joseph  was  the  pur¬ 
chaser  in  1777  of  300  acres  in  Loudoun  County,  Virginia,  east  of  Cul¬ 
pepper. 

When  he  made  this  move  he  must  have  been  around  middle  life, 
since  we  estimate  his  birth  as  about  1733/4.  Of  his  early  mature  life  we 
can  give  nothing,  but  we  have  numerous  interesting  findings  that  concern 
him  after  the  middle  1760's. 

The  "Pennsylvania  Journal"  of  November  19,  1767  advertises 
thus:  "Just  published,  and  to  be  sold  by  Isaac  Snowden,  Philadelphia; 
Garret  Noel,  bookseller  in  New  Brunswick;  and  Joseph  Mershon  in 
Princeton  -  a  new  and  neat  Edition  of  Urnia,  Or,  a  choice  collection  of 
psalm-tunes,  anthems  and  hymns  from  the  most  approved  Authors,  with 
some  entirely  new.xxxBy  James  Lyon,  A.M.  Price  Ten  Shillings.  Great 
allowance  will  be  made  to  those  that  take  a  number  and  pay  cash."  Hie 
author  who  attended  college  at  Princeton,  was  one  of  the  first  American 
composers. 

18.  That  Joseph  Mershon  was  not  only  a  bookseller,  but  perhaps 
also  a  book  binder  or  at  least  dealt  in  leather  is  suggested  by  the 
following  story.  In  1937  the  historic  house  now  used  as  the  Public 
Library  on  the  comer  of  Nassau  Street  and  Vandeventer  Avenue,  Prince¬ 
ton,  New  Jersey,  was  undergoing  repairs.  When  the  workmen  removed 
two  clapboards  on  the  westerly  end  of  the  building,  they  discovered 
behind  them  two  old  account  books,  where  in  some  way  they  had  fallen, 
possibly  from  a  closet  above.  One  of  them,  leather  covered,  with  paper 
badly  worm-eaten,  was  that  of  a  tanner,  showing  several  pages  of 
accounts  with  Joseph  Mershon  for  tanning  of  sheep  and  calf  hides.  The 
dates  were  1766-1770. 

Furthermore,  the  description  for  the  sale  of  one  of  Joseph’s 
properties  which  he  advertised  in  the  Pennsylvania  Chronicle  May  28- 
June  4;  1770  is  suggestive  of  him  as  a  merchant.  "Whereas  the  sub¬ 
scriber  has  three  houses  and  lots  in  Prinoeton;  he  has  a  mind  to  sell  one 
or  two  of  them;  one  contains  three  acres  of  choice  lands,  whereon  is  a 
good  dwelling-house,  near  forty  feet  long,  with  a  lean-to  all  along  one 
side;  there  are  five  rooms  below,  besides  a  good  merchant’s  shop  ready 
fitted;  there  are  six  fireplaces,  a  good  kitchen,  two  cellars  and  new 
smokehouse;  a  barn,  two  stables,  new  hay  house;  a  neat  garden  with 
seventy  good  apple  trees  in  their  prime,  a  good  bolting  house,  a  box,  and 
a  cloath  allowed  to  be  as  good  as  any  in  the  province.  The  title  is  clear 
and  indisputable.  The  other  lots  lying  near  may  lie  viewed  at  the  same 
time.  Any  person  inclined  to  purchase  the  whole  or  a  part  may  be 
supplied  by  i ,  .dying  to  the  subscriber,  about  three  miles  from  Princeton 
at  Utony  Bro<  !  " 
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It  is  obvious  that  Joseph  did  not  live  in  this  house,  for  4 ‘three 
miles  from  Princeton  at  Stony  Brook,"  would  have  put  him  over  the  Divi¬ 
sion  Line  in  Maidenhead  Township  of  Hunterdon  County,  where  he  was  a 
farmer,  thus  designated  in  a  deed  of  1771,  which  we  shall  mention  pre¬ 
sently.  In  the  earlier  years  it  was  common  for  farmers  to  be  versed  also 
in  other  occupations,  so  Joseph  was  both  a  merchant  and  a  yeoman. 

19.  He  must  have  been  having  financial  difficulty  about  this  time, 
for  a  mortgage  is  recorded  as  given  by  him  in  17G8  to  William  and  Ben¬ 
jamin  Mershon,  presumably  his  brothers,  but  transferred  in  1769  to  his 
Uncle  Thomas  Mershon.  This  was  placed  on  a  three  acre  tract  belonging 
to  Joseph  and  described  as  "bought  from  Samuel  and  Joseph  Horner,  on 
the  south  side  of  Broad  Street  (Nassau)  in  Princeton,  bounded  east  by 
Bostwick,  south  by  land  of  the  Estate  of  Rev.  Mr.  Burr,  and  west  by  land 
of  John  Berrien  Esq."  The  amount  of  the  mortgage  was  150  pounds.  If 
this  was  the  three  acre  place  advertised  for  sale  in  1770,  the  title  to 
which  was  then  "clear  and  indisputable,"  the  mortgage  must  have  been 
removed,  perhaps  replaced  by  a  note,  since  the  inventory  of  his  Uncle 
Thomas  Mershon’s  Estate  in  1791  lists  "a  note  of  Joseph  Mershon  of 
Virginia." 


Another  of  the  Princeton  plots  owned  by  Joseph  was  one  of 
thirty  feet  frontage,  also  on  the  south  side  of  Broad  Street,  "adjoining  the 
west  side  of  the  Brick  Meetinghouse  Lott"  (now  First  Presbyterian),  the 
comer  division  stone,  being  marked  "B.R."  on  the  easterly  side  and 
"N.R. "  on  the  westerly  side.  This  lot,  now  part  of  the  college  campus, 
had  a  depth  of  30  rods  (495  feet)  and  extended  on  the  rear  along  land 
owned  by  the  Estate  of  former  President  Burr  of  the  College.  The  west¬ 
erly  line  was  30  rods  "along  lands  belonging  to  Nathanuel  Fitz  Randolph, 
called  the  Grave  Yard  Lott."  The  "N.R."  stone  marking  indicates  that 
this  land  of  Joseph  had  previously  belonged  to  his  Aunt  Rebekah  Mer¬ 
shon’s  husband,  Nathaniel  Fitz  Randolph,  who  in  1753  had  donated  the 
41/2  acre  plot,  about  200  feet  to  the  east,  for  erection  thereon  of  the  first 
building  of  the  college  at  Princeton.  The  above  described  lot  of  Joseph 
was  conveyed  by  deed  of  March  11,  1771,  to  Dr.  John  Witherspoon,  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  College  of  New  Jersey,  and  thus  came  into  ownership  of  the 
College.  By  courtesy  of  Princeton  University  we  have  a  photostatic  copy 
of  this  deed  showing  the  signatures  of  Joseph  Mershon  and  his  wife  Sarah 
Mershon.  We  have  no  knowledge  as  to  the  family  name  of  Sarah. 

20.  Since  we  know  through  wills  or  deeds  that  Henry  Mershon  III 
provided  lands  for  his  sons  William,  Benjamin,  and  Henry  IV.,  we  may 
take  it  for  granted  that  he  also  had  done  likewise  for  his  son  Joseph  who 
owned  these  three  Princeton  lots,  as  well  as  farm  land  in  Maidenhead 
Township.  Just  when  Joseph  and  his  family  left  his  home  territory  for  the 
south  we  do  not  know  —  sometime  between  the  spring  of  1771  and  De¬ 
cember  1777  —  On  the  latter  date  a  deed  was  given  to  Joseph  Mershon  by 
"The  Right  Honorable  Thomas  Lord  Fairfax,  Baron  of  Cameron  in  that 
part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland,  Proprietor  of  the  Northern  Neck  of 
Virginia,"  for  300  acres  "on  the  north  side  of  the  Leesburg  Road."  The 
consideration  was  the  paying  "to  Fairfax  or  his  heirs  or  assigns  yearly 
on  the  Feast  Day  of  St.  Michael  the  Archangel,  the  fee  rent  of  one  shill¬ 
ing  sterling  money  for  every  fifty  acres  of  Land  hereby  granted." 

From  that  time  on,  as  far  as  any  records  show,  Joseph  Mershon 
has  been  a  broken  limb  on  the  family  tree.  The  only  further  item  about 
him  or  possible  posterity  is  found  in  "Abstracts  of  Loudoun  County, 
Virginia  Wills"  by  King.  I  js ted  is  the  Will  of  Richard  Major,  November 
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Sarah  Hutchinson,  Rebecca  Beaver,  and  children  of  deceased  son  Daniel 
granddaughter  Elizabeth  Major;  executors  Janies  Crooks  and  Jeremiah 
Hutchinson;  witnesses  Joseph  Mershon,  Thomas  Mershon  and  Joshua 
Hutchins.  Here  is  either  Joseph  and  a  son  Thomas,  or  two  sons  of 
Joseph  Mershon  earlier  of  Princeton,  and  Maidenhead,  New  Jersey.  It 
seems  altogether  prabable  that  this  Major  family  was  also  from  New 
Jersey,  and  perhaps  of  the  group  to  which  belonged  the  stepmother  of 
Joseph.  We  recall  that  he  was  just  a  small  lad  when  his  own  mother, 
Mary  Yard,  died  and  that  he  was  reared  by  his  father’s  second  wife,  Ann 
Major.  The  several  New  Jersey  items  which  we  have  concerning  Joseph 
stand  out  clearly  and  are  interesting.  We  regret  that  his  pioneering  to 
northeast  Virginia  quite  lost  to  our  family  history  this  Joseph  Mershon, 
son  of  Henry  III. 


CHAPTER  IV 


BENJAMIN4 MERSHON 

(Henry  HI,  Henry  II,  Henri) 

21.  In  this  year  of  1953  we  are  on  a  visit  to  Lawrenceville,  Old 
Maidenhead,  New  Jersey;  we  face  the  Presbyterian  Church,  the  only 
house  of  worship  in  the  village,  and  we  admire  the  simplicity  of  the 
beautiful  white  brick  structure.  Our  attention  is  directed  toward  the  left, 
past  the  adjoining  graveyard,  to  the  stretching  green  of  the  golf  course 
and  to  the  dignified  “Old  Brick”  standing  in  its  midst.  Although  it  has 
now  been  a  part  of  the  Lawrenceville  School  property  (a  private  school 
for  boys)  for  over  sixty  years  we  still  feel  strongly  sentimental  concern¬ 
ing  it  because  of  its  former  family  history,  a  period  extending  through 
five  generations  of  Mershons.  Here  may  we  let  our  fancy  play  a  bit  in 
renewing  its  early  associations  of  interest  to  us. 

It  is  the  year  1763,  the  first  day  of  April,  in  the  early  evening. 
Present  in  this  house  of  Benjamin  Mershon  are  his  wife  and  their  growing 
son  Asher,  who  is  very  much  a  companion  of  his  father  about  the  planta¬ 
tion  and  on  trips  to  town.  They  had  recently  attended  a  sale  across  at 
the  home  of  Theophitus  Phillips,  where  they  had  bought  a  little  trunk- 
chest  now  open  in  front  of  them,  and  Asher  had  been  told  what  it  was  to 
contain.  Now  the  boy  was  intensly  interested  in  the  several  rolls  of 
parchment  which  Benjamin  had  placed  in  it  on  his  return  from  his  father's 
house  and  from  Trenton  that  afternoon.  Asher  was  an  understanding  lad, 
and  during  the  previous  weeks  his  father  had  partly  prepared  him  for  this 
occassion  by  explaining  some  of  the  early  history  of  their  locality. 

Asher  knew  that  the  road  passing  the  front  of  their  farm  had  once 
been  a  narrow  Indian  path  connecting  a  river  called  the  Raritan  and  the 
Delaware  at  Trenton.  He  knew  that  his  father’s  grandfather,  Henry  Mer¬ 
shon  H,  when  a  young  man,  had  moved  from  Long  Island  to  a  large  planta¬ 
tion  on  that  road  near  Princeton,  and  Asher  had  visited  his  father’s  Uncle 
Houghton  who  lived  on  that  land.  Benjamin  had  also  explained  that  even 
before  the  grandfather  had  journeyed  to  Maidenhead  about  1700,  two  men, 
cousins,  and  their  families  had  come  from  Long  Island  right  to  the  place 
where  Asher  was  then  living.  One  of  them,  Theophilus  Phillips,  had 
settled  on  the  land  diagonally  across  the  road  towards  Princeton,  and 
built  the  house  where  his  son  Theophilus  Phillips  had  died  the  past  year. 
The  other  man,  Ralph  Hunt,  had  settled  on  what  was  now  the  plantation 
of  Benjamin  and  his  family. 

22.  The  father  now  took  one  of  the  parchments  from  the  chest,  ex¬ 
plaining  that  years  before  his  grandfather  or  the  ancestors  of  their  neigh¬ 
bors  had  settled  there  in  Maidenhead,  the  colony  of  New  Jersey  had  been 
difficult  to  govern,  so  it  was  decided  to  make  it  into  two  provinces.  In 
1687  a  man,  named  Keith  surveyed  the  land,  and  beginning  at  Little  Egg 
Harbor,  down  on  the  Atlantic  coast,  he  drew  an  imaginary  division  line  ex¬ 
tending  way  up  north  into  the  quite  unsettled  section  of  the  colony.  These 
two  parts  were  then  called  East  and  West  Jersey.  Benjamin  continued 
“We  live  in  the  West  Jersey  part.  Grandfather’s  farm  was  right  along  the 
west  side  of  this  Keith  line,  which  is  called  the  Province  or  Division 
Line.  You  remember  when  you  have  driven  with  me  to  Princeton  that  just 
as  we  are  past  Uncle  Houghton’s  farm,  .on  our  right  is  the  one  mile  stone 
to  Stony  Brook.”  Asher  well  recalled  this  and  his  curiosity  when  lie  had 
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though  the  road  sloped  only  slightly  for  the  next  half  mile  or  so,  yet  this 
spot  was  considered  the  top  of  the  hill  above  the  brook.  Asher  always 
loved  to  go  with  his  father  when  he  took  the  grain  down  to  the  Stony 
Brook  mill,  and  then  rode  on  into  Princeton  to  visit  his  father's  Aunt 
Rebecca  and  her  husband  Nathaniel  Eitz  Randolph.  Benjamin  now 
promised  that  on  their  next  trip  he  would  stop  at  the  “TOP"  stone,  and 
point  out  the  thick  shorter  one  on  the  left,  right  near  it,  which  indicated 
the  place  where  the  Province  Line  crossed  the  road. 

Benjamin  added  that  subsequent  to  this  division,  agents  were 
appointed  in  West  Jersey  to  sell  15,000  acres  of  land  in  Maidenhead  and 
30,000  in  Hopewell  for  Dr.  Coxe  of  England.  This  the  agents  did  in  all 
good  faith,  and  the  settlers  cleared  the  lands  and  built  their  houses. 

Then  in  1702  Daniel  Coxe,  the  son  of  Dr.  Coxe,  came  to  America  and 
claimed  that  the  land  had  not  been  sold,  but  just  leased,  and  the  settlers 
would  have  to  pay  for  it  again  or  move  from  it.  “The  settlers  and  agents 
thought  their  troubles  were  ended  by  an  agreement  made  in  1703,  but  the 
dispute  continued  and  even  yet”,  said  Benjamin,  “some  of  these  Jersey 
lands  do  not  have  clear  titles.  My  grandfather  bought  back  his  easterly 
half,  105  acres,  in  1723,  but  the  other  half  was  leased  until  two  years  ago 
(1761)  when  Uncle  Houghton  repurchased  it. 

23.  “It  was  also  in  the  year  1723,  that  Ralph  Hunt  finally  got  title 
to  his  whole  large  farm."  With  this  explanation,  Benjamin  laid  out  the 
parchment  and  showed  to  Asher  and  the  mother  the  very  deed  which  Hunt 
had  received  from  Daniel  Coxe,  making  the  title  clear  at  last  to  the  “387 
acres  the  said  Ralph  now  dwelleth  on”,  as  the  deed  read.  “You  see” 
said  Benjamin,  “his  land  included  the  big  farm  also  of  Mr.  Ralph  Hunt, 
our  neighbor  across  the  road,  who  was  his  son.”  “Then  how  did  grand¬ 
father  get  this  farm  to  give  to  us?”  asked,  Asher.  “Well”,  said  his 
father,  “Ralph  Hunt  died  in  1732  and  by  his  Will  his  son  Samuel  in¬ 
herited  the  part  of  his  plantation  on  this  side  of  the  road;  then  years 
later  Samuel  Hunt  sold  this  to  my  father.”  With  this,  Benjamin  unrolled 
another  parchment  and  showed  the  lengthly  document.  Its  date  was 
November  1,  1755  and  it  described  144^2  acres  of  land  which  Samuel  Hunt 
and  his  wife  Ann  wrere  deeding  to  Henry  Mershon  (III).  “You  see,  father 
was  planning  to  settle  my  brothers  William,  Joseph  and  Henry  (IV)  else¬ 
where,  and  this  place  he  was  buying  for  me.  However,  I  was  not  then  21 
years  old,  but  about  a  year  later  when  your  mother  and  I  were  married, 
father  put  us  to  housekeeping  here,  and  now,  since  he  has  found  that  I 
am  a  good  farmer  and  your  mother  a  good  wife,  he  has  given  this  to  us  for 
our  very  own."  Asher  had  already  walked  with  this  father  around  the 
bounds  of  the  plantation. 

Benjamin  left  the  Hunt  parchment  unrolled  and  handed  it  to  his 
wife;  and  Asher  then  undid  the  precious  one  he  had  just  received  from 
his  father  dated  that  day,  April  1,  1763  and  read  therefrom:  “Henry 
Mershon  of  Maidenhead  in  the  County  of  Hunterdon,  and  Province  of  New 
Jersey  yeoman  of  the  first  part,  and  Benjamin  Mershon  of  the  same  place, 
yeoman,  of  the  other  part  xxx  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  100  pounds 
Proclamation  money  of  New  Jersey  xxx  and  in  consideration  of  the  natural 
love  the  said  Henry  Mershon  beareth  to  his  son,  the  said  Benjamin  Mersho 
“You  see",  interrupted  Benjamin,  “father  did  not  have  me  pay  that 
money  —  that  was  mentioned  in  the  deed  to  show  the  value  of  the  farm." 
Benjamin  then  slowly  read  from  his  own  deed  the  land  description  which 
had  the  identical  wording  of  that  of  the  Hunt  deed  to  Henry  —  “Beginning 
at  a  stone  standing  in  the  middle  of  the  King’s  Road  that  leads  from 
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Trenton  to  Princeton  and  is  opposite  the  end  of  Theophilus  Phillips 
stone  fence  and  thence  runs  along  the  said  road  south  40  degrees,  west 
29  chains  and  seven  links  (c.  1918  feet)  to  a  corner  in  the  middle  of  the 
Kings  Road  xxx  to  a  lot  of  land;  (cir.  3  chains  x  3  chains  square)  sold  by 
oamuel  Hunt  to  Philip  Phillips”.  Thence  the  description  follows  seven 
courses  back  to  the  Theophilus  Phillips  stone  fence,  144.5  acres,  “ex¬ 
clusive  of  a  certain  lot  of  land  conveyed  by  Ralph  Hunt,  deceased, 
father  of  Samuel  Hunt,  for  the  use  of  the  Presbyterian  Congregation  in 
Maidenhead  and  whereupon  the  Presbyterian  Meeting  House  is  built  which 
lott  is  included  in  the  above  said  bounds  and  hereby  excepted  from  the 
same.”  His  father’s  deed  added  the  description  of  a  20  acre  meadow  he 
had  bought  of  Samuel  Hunt  and  was  also  given  to  Benjamin. 

24.  Benjamin  called  attention  to  the  names  in  the  lower  left  corner 
of  the  deed,  “William  Mershon,”  his  brother;  “Joseph  Yard,”  his  uncle; 
and  “Thomas  Waters,”  their  friend.  He  explained  that  they  were 
witnesses  who  had  seen  his  father  sign  his  name,  “Henry  Mershon”  (III) 
to  the  deed,  and  that  had  Mother  Mershon  still  been  living,  she  would 
also  have  had  to  put  her  name  under  her  husband's.  Benjamin  told  them 
that  Ralph  Hunt  and  Benjamin  Hardin  had  given  the  church  lot  in  1710 
(214.5  ft.  frontage  x  107.25  feet  depth),  that  the  first  church  was  quite 
promptly  built  thereon,  that  the  first  regular  minister,  Rev.  Robert  Orr 
came  in  1715/6,  and  that  the  Hunteron  County  Court  in  session  at 
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Maidenhead  on  June  5,  1716  “adjourned  to  the  meeting  house.”  “And 
now  as  you  know,”  continued  Benjamin,  “we  have  outgrown  our  present 
church  building  on  this  lot,  and  next  year  we  shall  rebuild.” 

As  Benjamin  put  the  deeds  into  the  chest,  Asher  asked  what 
the  various  other  rolls  were.  Benjamin  said  “One  is  the  deed  of  two 
years  ago  (1761)  from  Theophilus  Phillips  to  father  for  the  20  acre  lot, 
part  of  the  land  on  which  Mr.  Phillips  lives,  bounded  by  Samuel  Hunt's 
side  line  and  our  land  here.  Two  others  my  father  has  asked  me  to  keep 
for  him,  one  his  deed  of  1708  for  the  land  he  divided  between  father  and 
Uncle  Peter  Mershon,  and  the  other  a  deed  from  Uncle  Thomas  Mershon 
to  Uncle  Peter.  And  this  parchment  is  a  mortgage  on  this  place  which 
Samuel  Hunt  gave  to  Samuel  Tucker,  Jr.  in  1754.  When  father  bought 
our  plantation  he  took  over  this  mortgage,  but  paid  it  all  off  three  years 
ago.  How  grateful  we  are  to  him  for  all  this.” 

“I  love  this  big  house,”  said  Asher,  “tell  us  again  the  story 
of  its  building.”  “Well”  replied  Benjamin,  “a  1699  description  of  the 
road  out  there  says  that  it  passed  beside  a  w'hite  oak  tree  before  Ralph 
Hunt's  door  by  the  run,  and  as  I  understand  it,  this  early  settler  who 
owned  the  land  on  both  sides  of  the  road,  first  built  that  little  house 
across  there  right  on  the  northeast  corner  of  the  road  and  the  run.  Then 
after  he  thought  his  land  title  had  been  made  valid  in  1703,  he  con¬ 
structed  the  taller  part  of  this  house  way  back  here  on  this  side  of  the 
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road.  I  have  been  told  that  he  put  the  date  1706  in  a  brick  of  the  big 
chimney  but  I  never  climbed  up  to  look.  After  his  son  Samuel  Hunt 
became  the  owner,  he  built  this  lower  portion.”  With  this  Asher  arose 
from  the  chair  by  the  kitchen  table  where  they  were  sitting  and  went  to 
the  outside  door  at  the  right  of  the  great  fireplace  with  its  bakeoven, 
where  again  he  carefully  examined  the  door  latch,  reading  “S.  H.  1742,” 
“I  have  also  been  told,”  added  Benjamin,  “that  the  westerly  portion  of 
this  house  was  built  of  bricks  brought  from  overseas,  while  those  of  the 
1742  addition  were  burnt  in  a  field  up  on  the  Pennington  Road.” 

Finally,  Benjamin  closed  the  trunk-chest  with  its  precious  contents; 
they  had  had  a  long  day,  but  a  happy  one;  now  they  must  retire.  As  for 
us,  we  quietly  withdraw,  and  return  to  this  year  of  1953  and  to  the  later 
story  of  Benjamin  Mershon  and  his  posterity. 

25.  Those  were  the  years  when  local  officers  were  chosen  at  town 
mootings  and  from  the  Old  Maidenhead  Township  book  dating  from  1712 
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we  are  fortunate  in  finding  much  concerning  the  Mershons.  Many  of  them 
held  public  office,  but  Benjamin  is  shown  serving  in  some  capacity  nearly 
every  year  from  his  early  thirties  until  the  year  of  his  death.  He  was 
surveyor  of  highways,  overseer  of  the  poor,  town  committeeman,  and  from 
1792  continuously  until  1802,  he  was  commissioner  of  appeals.  During 
the  Revolutionary  War  period  each  year  1776-1782  he  held  one  or  more  of 
these  offices.  His  service  during  the  War  as  “Purchasing  Agent  for  the 
Wagon  mas  ter  General’s  Department  to  impress  teams”  is  now  acceptable 
to  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution,  but  important  other  data 
concerning  Benjamin  is  lacking. 

Benjamin  added  to  the  church  site  by  his  conveyance  in  1801  of 
a  parcel  of  ground  containing  36.17  perches  “for  churchyard  burying 
ground  and  for  no  other  intent  or  purpose,  adjoining  on  three  sides  to  the 
old  lot  whereon  the  Presbyterian  meeting  house  now  stands”.  On  the 
same  day  that  this  deed  was  recorded  in  Hunterdon  County,  September  14 
1801,  there  was  also  recorded  for  the  first  time  the  1710  deed  for  the 
original  church  tract. 

It  is  said  that  Benjamin  and  his  wife  were  buried  in  this  plot 
deeded  by  Benjamin,  and  ironically  when  the  church  was  enlarged,  these 
graves  were  covered  by  the  building  and  no  one  copied  the  inscriptions. 

It  is  strange  that  with  the  generations  of  family  ties  in  that  locality,  no 
record  gives  the  name  of  Benjamin’s  w'ife. 

In  his  Will  made  November  18,  1800,  he  mentions  no  wife  so  we 
conclude  she  had  previously  died.  His  children  as  recited  were  daughters 
Rhoda,  “wife  of  Samuel  Brearley”  and  Hulda,  “wife  of  John  Phillips”, 
to  each  of  whom  he  devised  250  pounds;  and  sons  Asher  and  William 
w'hose  bequests  we  shall  mention  as  we  discuss  each.  The  inventory  of 
estate  shows  that  a  negro  man  was  valued  at  $200.00  and  a  negro  wench, 
Sintha,”  at  $133.33.  Through  his  legacy  of  ten  pounds  to  the  trustees  we 
find  his  continued  interest  in  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Maidenhead  at 
which  since  his  early  manhood  he  had  looked  with  affectionate  regard 
across  the  intervening  meadowed  field. 


Asher5  Mershon  -  Hulda5  Mershon 
Rhoda5  Mershon  -  William5  Mershon 

(Benjamin4,  Henry  III,  Henry  II,  Henri) 

26.  Asher  was  one  of  the  numerous  Mershon  Revolutionary  War 
patriots  w'hose  record  is  on  file.  Of  him  it  is  stated  that  he  served  as 
Private,  as  Ensign,  and  as  Lieutenant  in  the  Hunterton  County  Militia, 
and  that  he  was  at  the  Battle  of  Monmouth  in  1778.  We  find  little  else  of 
record  concerning  him  except  the  statements  in  his  father’s  Will  and  in 
his  own.  Although  Asher  was  Benjamin's  oldest  son,  the  father  devised 
the  homestead  plantation  not  to  him  but  to  William.  William  had  a  family 
when  Benjamin  made  his  Will,  and  apparently  Asher  was  unmarried,  as 
his  own  Will  made  in  1805  indicates.  Although  Asher  owned  property,  we 
assume  perhaps  Asher  was  not  well,  since  his  father  provided  for  a  small 
annuity  to  be  paid  to  him.  In  his  own  Will  Asher  devised  his  house  and 
lot  and  another  tract  of  three  acres  to  his  brother  William,  and  other 
small  tracts  to  his  brothers-in-law,  John  Phillips  and  Samuel  Brearley 

Asher  died  between  October  23  and  November  7,  1805,  as  shown  by  his 
recorded  Will. 

}  I  Ik;  marriage  of  Hulda  Mershon,  Benjamin's  older  daughter,  to 
John  Phillips  united  lho.se  two  early  Maidenhead  neighboring  families, 
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John  being  the  son  of  Capt.  John  and  grandson  of  Theophilus  Phillips 
whose  home  was  diagonally  across  from  Benjamin  at  the  northeast.  It  is 
probable  that  Hulda  and  John  Phillips  lived  on  a  part  of  the  large  tract 
which  John's  father  had  received  by  deed  of  1752  from  his  father, 
Theophilus,  and  which  in  part  remained  in  the  Phillips  family  until 
recent  years.  Its  site  was  in  the  rich  meadows  just  west  of  the  Province¬ 
line,  and  on  the  present  Princeton  Pike,  which  is  the  prolongation  of 
Mercer  Street  out  of  Princeton.  John  carried  on  an  extensive  tannery 
business.  We  have  records  of  succeeding  generations  of  the  posterity 
of  Hulda  and  John  Phillips  but  not  much  of  history.  Happily,  we  have 
one  of  the  great-grandsons,  Benjamin  Mershon  Phillips,  and  his  wife, 
Virginia,  as  interested  members  of  our  Association  Committee.  Ben's 
mother,  Lenora  Boss,  was  the  second  wife  of  his  father,  Benjamin 
Mershon  Phillips,  son  of  James  F.  A.  Phillips  and  Catherine  Stevens. 
James  F.  A.  was  educated  at  Princeton  and  was  a  member  of  the  State 
Legislature.  He  was  the  third  child  of  Hulda  and  John. 

27.  Of  Benjamin's  other  daughter,  Rhoda,  and  her  husband,  Samuel 
Brearley,  who  were  married  in  1783.  we  can  give  no  account.  They  may 
have  moved  west.  We  have  a  notation  that  their  children  were:  Margaret, 
who  married  Mr.  Knot;  Mary,  who  married  Captain  Wells;  and  Lewis,  who 
married,  and  as  did  his  sisters,  “lived  in  the  west." 

This  brings  us  to  the  youngest  of  Benjamin’s  children,  William, 
who  inherited  the  family  plantation,  then  of  170  acres,  as  his  father’s 
Will  stated,  as  well  as  three  meadow  lots  (24  acres);  and  a  house  and  lot 
in  Maidenhead  of  ten  acres.  William  evidently  was  a  man  who  kept  close 
to  home,  busy  with  the  care  of  his  properties  and  his  occupation  of 
yeomanry.  We  find  no  church  or  civic  record  concerning  him,  except,  the 
sale  of  a  lot  in  1808  to  seven  trustees  for  the  building  of  a  new  Union 
School.  This  was  a  quarter  acre  plot  on  the  southerly  side  of  the  main 
street,  a  short  distance  west  of  the  present  church  property. 

William  was  married  in  1799  to  Prudence  Smith,  daughter  of 
Jasper  and  Jemima  Smith,  whose  home,  now  number  1517  Lawrence  Road, 
just  west  of  Eggert’s  Crossing  Road,  was  purchased  years  later  from 
Mary  Patterson  Perrine  by  William’s  great-granddaughter,  Henrietta,  and 
her  husband,  Thomas  DeCou.  William  and  Prudence  had  but  two  children, 
little  Mary,  who  died  at  age  five  and  Samuel  Davies.  As  did  his  brother 
Asher,  William  died  in  middle  life.  His  will  provided  that  Prudence 
should  have  the  income  of  his  entire  estate  until  son  Samuel  D.  should 
become  twenty-one,  and  she  should  educate  and  maintain  him  until  that 
date.  Prudence  later  married  Joseph  Patterson  and  they  had  one  daughter, 
another  little  Mary,  who  grew  up  as  an  own  sister  to  Samuel.  She  married 
a  physician,  Allison  E.  Perrine.  The  grave  of  William  is  under  the  pulpit 
of  the  church,  having  been  covered  when  the  last  church  addition  was 
built  in  1859. 

With  these  few  items  on  Asher,  Hulda,  Rhoda  and  William, 
children  of  Benjamin,  son  of  Henry  HI,  we  shall  now  tell  of  the  posterity 
of  this  youngest  child,  William  Mershon. 


SAMUEL  DAVIES4  MERSHON 

(William5,  Benjamin'*,  Henry  III,  Henry  II,  Henri) 


28.  Just  why  this  child  of  William  and  Prudence  Mershon  was  given 
the  name  of  the  fourth  president  of  the  college  at  Princeton,  especially 
since  Prcsi  lent  Davies  died  ix*fore  Uies e  parents  wen;  born,  we  can 
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explain  only  by  the  fact  that  his  many  published  sermons  were  once 
regarded  as  “the  most  able  and  eloquent  in  the  English  language"  and 
doubtless  were  among  the  few  books  possessed  by  the  family.  In  fact,  two 
volumes  of  these  sermons  have  been  found  recently  in  the  library  of 
James  B.  Mershon  of  Rahway,  grandson  of  Samuel  Davies  Mershon. 

....  ,  Samuel  D.  was  born  in  1804  and  the  week  after  his  twenty-first 
birthday  he  was  married  to  Mary  Stockton  Shreve,  aged  16,  daughter  of 

nh3ShhGVe  ,an?J^nn£  Hunt*  Fanny’s  father  was  Ralph  Hunt,  presumably 
Ralph  born  in  1742  whose  mother’s  name  was  Prances.  Their  home  was 

across  from  the  Mershon's,  and  their  land  had  been  a  part  of  the  original * 
arge  Hunt  plantation,  as  we  have  explained.  Unlike  his  father,  Samuel 
D.  entered  heartily  into  the  affairs  of  the  community.  In  1836  “upon 
examination  ’  he  became  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  Lawrence- 
ville,  and  in  1842  he  was  elected  a  trustee.  His  interest  in  the  Church 
was  shown  by  his  deeds  to  the  trustees  for  enlarging  of  the  Church 
properties.  In  1830  he  conveyed  a  plot  west  of  the  church  “between  the 
graveyard  lot  and  Francis  McGalliard  extending  191  feet  along  the  Great 
Road  and  running  141  feet  to  his  land  in  the  rear.  This  gave  ground  for 
enlarging  the  cemetery  west  of  the  church  and  sites  for  the  “session 
house"  and  manse.  Then  in  1859  he  deeded  about  1/2  acre,  a  long  narrow 
stnp  extending  back  of  the  church  westerly  in  the  rear  of  the  lands  now 
the  Wayside  House  tract.  This  was  used  for  church  sheds  and  hitching 

pUolo* 

29.  Samuel  D.  was  owner  of  other  properties  of  considerable  size 
A  map  published  in  1860  of  “Philadelphia  and  Trenton  Vicinity"  and 
giving  land  owners  shows  “S.  D.  Mershon"  on  the  west  side  of  the  road 
between  Franklin  Road  and  the  Parsonage  Farm;  also  on  the  site  where 
his  wife  had  lived  opposite  his  home.  This  may  have  been  his  wife's 
inheritance  from  her  father,  Caleb  Shreve,  who  had  died  in  1836. 

If  we  were  able  to  review  the  township  records  of  his  period 
we  doubtless  would  find  that  Samuel  D.  took  an  active  interest  in  the 
civic  affairs  of  the  community.  We  do  have  this  record  of  1846,  “Samuel 

D.  Mershon  was  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
in  and  for  Mercer  County." 

R10  n*ne  children  of  Samuel  Davies  and  Mary  Shreve  Mershon, 
three  died  young  -  Joseph  P.,  Mary  P.,  and  an  unnamed  son.  Although 
m  these  family  sketches  we  are  not  generally  including  the  seventh 
generation,  we  must  speak  of  the  other  six  children  of  Samuel  D.,  because 

of  the  prominent  part  they  or  their  children  have  played  in  our  Mershon 
Association  work. 

30.  In  his  youth  the  eldest  son,  William,  moved  to  Philadelphia, 
later  to  Jersey  City  and  finally  in  1862  to  Rahway,  New  Jersey.  We  des¬ 
ignate  him  as  “William  of  Rahway".  The  greater  part  of  his  life  was 
spent  in  the  wholesale  coal  business.  In  our  story  of  Peter3  Mershon 
we  have  already  told  of  William’s  collaboration  with  Mrs.  McKee  and 
Miss  Harriet  L.  Mershon  of  the  Peter  line,  and  with  Ralph  S.  Mershon  of 
t  ns  Henry  III  line  regarding  their  common  origin  and  relationship.  The 
extensive  genealogical  collections  of  William  of  Rahway  in  the  1880’s 
and  90’ s  were  handed  down  to  his  oldest  son,  William  L.,  whose  son 
Arthur  is  on  our  Executive  Board  and  who  with  his  brothers  William 
and  Vivian  and  sister  Mary,  donated  these  Archives  to  our  Mershon 
Association.  Three  of  the  sons  of  William  of  Rahway  were  among  the 
founders  of  our  Association;  William  L.  the  oldest  and  A.  Watson,  the 
youngest  were  our  early  genealogists  and  Samuel  D.  2nd -and  James 
Brooks,  faithful  attendants.  In  fact,  James  Brooks  Mershon,  now  in  his 
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?,?rd  m“r'!tSn"  0n(0Ur  Executlve  Board  and  has  never  missed  a  meet- 
'  f'  Barnot’  ls  one  of  our  valued  genealogists.  The  two 
eldest  sons  of  William  of  Rahway,  William  L.  and  Samuel  D.  2nd  were 
le  founders  and,  together  with  their  brother.  James  B.,  were  owners  of 

of  “cmfniT lneJ>nnrnB  flrm;,'‘The  Mershon  Company”,  the  predecessors 
oi  Quinn  Boden  Company”  of  Rahway,  which  printed  ”My  Folks” 

James  B.  Mershon  continued  with  “Quinn  Boden”  for  many  years. 

ho  , 31;  ,Sa"luel,  Davies  Mershon ’s  daughter,  Frances  Shreve  Mershon  and 

mnrHerit'nliSban<^I^nda11  Hutchinson’  had  a  daughter  Henrietta,  who 

William  fC°U‘  ThCir  daughter'  Emily.  and  her  husband, 

William  Tilton,  have  been  our  aids  for  years.  Their  home  is  in 

LawTenceviile,  and  upon  Will,  a  long  time  trustee  both  of  the  church  and 

e  i  ershon  Association,  rest  the  local  arrangements  for  our  annual 

DeCou,  Cubberly  andFord  posterity  of  Frances  have  taken 
an  interest  m  their  family  Association. 

Edward  P^ronri the  cW1^enofSamuelD's  daughter,  Louisa,  and  husband 
E  ward  P.  Brearley  was  Jasper  Brearley,  who,  with  his  wife  Elizabeth 

de^nft^kSfT’  ^er®, faithful  suPP°rters  of  our  Association  work  until  their 
□earns  in  the  1940  s. 

32.  The  fifth  child  of  Samuel  Davies  Mershon  was  Jasperandhis  wife 
was  Mary  E.  Hill.  Their  three  children  were  Frederick,  Allison  Perrine 
and  Bessie,  who  at  ages  of  ten,  seven  and  three  respectively  were 

IhplhGrlhSiH*  Six  yearslater  ^eir  father  also  died.  Upon  the  orphanage  of 
these  children,  their  uncle  Caleb  Mershon,  Samuel  D’s  seventh  child 

and  his  wonderful  wife,  Mary  Montgomery  Berrien,  took  the  three  into' 

r.hiM  h^me  and  brought  them  UP  as  their  own,  together  with  their  only 
Jp1Zfbeth  Sansbury  Mershon.  Overlooking  Caleb’s  birthplace,  the 
d  Brick  across  the  highway,  this  home  of  Caleb  Mershon,  also  sitt- 

nfghirrpbTh  r0ad’  had  COme  to  hirn  though  his  mother,  because 

f  her  Ralph  Hunt  descent.  It,  too,  is  a  pioneer  family  landmark,  the 

westerly  part  supposedly  having  been  erected  by  Ralph  Hunt2  after  the 

and  bequest  to  him  in  1732  by  his  father  Capt.  Ralph.  An  old  latch  in 

tee  cellar  bore  the  initials  “R.  H.”  The  original  tract  of  this  home  site 

was  of  over  200  acres,  parts  of  which  remained  in  possession  of  that 

^lmily  or  its  descendants  through  theShreves  and  Mershons  until  it  was 

finally  sold  by  Elizabeth  and  Tom  Hill  in  the  1940's  to  William  DeSandre. 

nr  ff  Concerning  this  home  and  “bringing  up”,  Allison  P.  in  later 
life  often  spoke  with  happy  memories,  and  he  never  failed  to  pay  tribute 
to  the  example  set  by  his  Uncle  Caleb  in  integrity  and  high  Christian 
character.  Major  Fred  Hilton  Mershon,  Allison  P.’s  nephew,  son  of 
Frederick,  was  President  of  the  Mershon  Association  for  a  number  of 
years  and  Bessie  H.  Mershon,  Jasper's  third  child,  and  her  husband, 

John  Hafner,  were  charter  members  and  earlier  workers. 

It  is  to  Rev.  Allison  P.  Mershon,  however,  both  during  the  last 
years  of  his  Presbyterian  ministry  and  after  his  retirement,  that  the 
Association  of  the  Descendants  of  Henry  Mershon  owes  much  of  the 
success  of  its  progress  up  to  the  date  of  his  death  in  1936.  In  his  work 
as  Executive  Secretary  and  as  genealogist  “A.  P.”,  as  he  was  affection- 

rV  y  ca  _od'  wa^  Lhe  backbone  of  the  Association.  Among  his  children 
Eleanor  Johnsrud  inherited  his  love  for  the  ancestral,  and  she  as  one  of 
our  trustees,  and  her  husband  Alfred  as  our  official  photographer,  contri¬ 
bute  greatly  to  all  of  our  programs. 

Ull,  oM‘l!rirkWiln,|tl?uj0S0,>l1  Mffrsl?"n-, Ul°  ^ollnkOHt  child  or  Samuel  l).  Unit 
u  Old  Hi uk  and  Its,  acreage  finally  descended  and  in  whose  keeping 

remained  throng, h  its  IllVtii  year  of  Mershon  ownership.  In  1  HJtiJ  Joseph 
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REV.  ALLISON  PERRINE  MERSHON 
1868  -  1936 

A  MERSHON  ASSOCIATION  FOUNDER 
GENEALOGIST 
SECRETARY -TREASURER 

deeded  to  the  church  trustees  an  L  shape  strip  51.4  feet  wide  and  209 
feet  long  at  the  rear  of  the  graveyard  on  the  east  side  of  the  church,  and 
added  also  17.8  feet  to  the  east  end  of  the  yard.  After  Joseph’s  death  in 
1891,  there  being  no  sons  to  inherit  the  home,  the  family  in  1892  sold  it 
and  the  remaining  70  or  80  acres  of  the  original  tract  to  the  Lawrenceville 
School.  This  nationally  known  boys’  school  has  numbered  among  its 
Mershon  students  numerous  of  the  grandsons  of  Samuel  D. .namely  — 
Frederick  W.,  William  L.,  Samuel  D.  2nd,  James  B.,  and  Allison  P. ,  and 
great  grandsons  —  William  L.  Mershon  Jr.,  and  Frederick  Hilton  Mershon. 

Of  the  descendants  of  Samuel  Davies  Mershon,  we  are  especially 
indebted  to  the  children  ofWilliam  of  Rahway;  to  Eva  Mershon  Farr, 
daughter  of  Joseph;  to  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Caleb  and  to  her  husband 
“Tom”  Hill,  a  former  Lawrenceville  School  student  who  became  a  lover 
of  local  history;  and  to  the  Rev.  Allison  Perrine  Mershon,  for  their 
collection  of  family  lore  and  for  the  word  pictures  they  have  given  concern¬ 
ing  the  beloved  “Old  Brick”. 

As  for  us,  the  numbers  of  Mershons  who  did  not  grow  up  in  the 
environs  of  Old  Maidenhead’s  Lawrenceville,  but  who  now  and  then  have 
the  happy  privilege  of  meeting  there  at  the  historic  church  in  gatherings 
as  part  of  an  honorable  old  family,  we,  too,  pay  tribute  to  Henry  Mershon  III 
in  his  wise  choosing  of  tills  beautiful  pioneer  property  as  the  home  for  his 
son  Benjamin  Mershon. 
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GREAT-GRANDCHILDREN  OF  HENRY  MERSHON  IV 
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CHAPTER  V 


HENRY  MERSHON  IV 

(Henry  III,  Henry  H,  Henri  I) 

34.  According  to  all  findings  to  date,  this  son  of  Henry  Mershon  III 
was  his  fourth  and  youngest  child,  the  son  borne  to  him  by  his  second 
wife,  Ann  Major,  the  year  after  their  marriage  in  1739.  Henry  IV  was 
reared  on  his  father’s  plantation  which  we  have  described  as  of  210  acres 
situated  in  the  northwesterly  angle  formed  by  the  junction  of  the  Assun- 
pink  and  Shabbycunk  Creeks  to  the  northeast  of  Trenton,  New  Jersey. 

Came  the  year  1774,  the  month  of  February,  with  Henry  III 
having  provided  for  his  three  eldest  sons,  it  was  the  turn  of  Henry  IV. 

The  father  had  previously  purchased  two  large  tracts  from  Matthew 
Rogers,  one  of  which,  150  acres,  lay  just  across  the  Shabbacunk  towards 
Trenton  from  the  Henry  HI  plantation  homestead.  This  is  land  bordering 
also  along  the  Assunpink,  and  a  portion  of  it  is  now  known  as  “Colonial 
Lakelands.”  The  full  acreage  of  the  conveyance,  however,  extended  also 
considerably  to  the  west  of  the  present  U.  S.  Highway  No.  1,  or  “Bruns¬ 
wick  Pike,”  which  was  run  through  this  land  in  1804. 

35.  When  Henry  IV  received  this  deed  from  his  father,  he  already 
had  five  children,  having  been  married  about  176T/5.  Where  had  he  been 
living  previous  to  this  time?  Was  he  already  on  this  land,  or  perchance 
was  he  the  Henry  Mershon  reported  in  an  unverified  Trenton  tradition 

as  living  in  1776  on  Front  Street,  Trenton,  then  a  fine  residential  sec¬ 
tion?  At  that  time  there  were  but  two  other  known  Henry  Mershons  of 
that  generation,  and  our  facts  concerning  them,  Lieut.  Henry4,  son  of 
Andrew3  of  Hopewell,  and  Henry4  son  of  Houghton3  of  Maidenhead,  seem 
to  eliminate  them  as  being  of  Trenton.  Furthermore,  we  have  a  tradition 
through  Onias  Mershon,  great  grandson  of  Henry  IV,  that  his  ancestor  used 
his  mule  teams  .to  help  Washington  during  his  Battle  of  Trenton  maneuvers 
along  the  Delaware  in  1776,  a  task  he  could  hardly  have  performed  unless 
living  near-by.  Our  later  story  of  his  son  Major  may  tend  to  bear  out  this 
theory. 

“Sarah”  was  the  name  of  Henry  IV 's  wife  in  later  years,  and  we 
take  for  granted  she  was  also  the  wife  of  his  youth.  We  have  never  found 
her  maiden  name,  but  without  seeming  too  facetious  we  may  say  that  she 
was  not  like  the  Biblical  Sarah,  for  she  bore  fourteen  children  to  her  hus¬ 
band.  It  was  probably  the  upbringing  and  educating  of  this  large  family 
which  put  such  financial  strain  upon  him  that  on  December  12,  1791, 

Henry  IV  gave  a  mortgage  for  his  place  to  Thomas  Riche  of  Bucks  County, 
Pennsylvania.  The  mortgage  was  not  canceled  until  1818. 

That  his  father,  Henry  III,  knew  that  the  son’s  troubles  came 
from  no  unworthiness,  we  may  conclude  from  the  fact  that  he  willed  to 
Henry  IV  another  tract  of  185  acres,  bought  by  deeds  from  his  brother 
Thomas  Mershon  and  Matthew  Rogers.  The  tract,  adjoining  the  father  on 
the  north,  extended  from  the  Assunpink  Creek  on  the  east  to  the  present 
Princeton  Pike  or  “Mercer  Road”  (run  in  1808)  on  the  west  along  the  vi¬ 
cinity  of  Darrow  Road.  Subsequently,  Henry  IV  must  have  quite  recouped 
his  finances,  as  indicated  by  his  will  of  1815. 

Of  the  civic  life  of  Henry  IV  we  find  no  records  except  the  items 
in  March  of  1775,  1776,  1777  and  1782  of  his  being  overseer  of  roads,  as 
shown  in  the  old  Maidenhead  Township  Book. 

As  to  his  service  during  the  Revolutionary  War:  by  process  of 
elimination  of  the  other  llenrys,  that  of  tin?  one  serving  the  Wagonmastor 
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General's  Department  in  the  impressing  of  teams  lias  been  deemed  to  be 
of  Henry  Mershon  IV,  and  has  been  accepted  by  the  D.A.R. ,  designating 
him  as  “Purchasing  Agent  for  the  Wagonmaster. General."  (A  descend¬ 
ant,  Mrs.  Daisy  Summers,  Pitman,  N.  J.,  allows  her  Number  325,313  to  be 
used.) 

36.  Of  Henry  as  a  churchman  and  also  as  a  portrayal  of  his  charac¬ 
ter,  we  shall  let  his  newspaper  obituary  tell  us.  May  8,  1815  (Vol  XVI: 
845  Trenton  Federalist) 

“Departed  this  life  on  the  15th  of  April,  1815,  in  the  75th  year 
of  his  age,  Mr.  Henry  Mershon,  and  on  the  17th  his  remains,  attended  by 
a  numerous  concourse  of  mourning  relatives,  friends  and  acquaintances 
were  mingled  with  the  ashes  of  his  father’s,  in  the  Presbyterian  Grave¬ 
yard  in  Maidenhead  —  a  funeral  sermon  was  preached  on  the  occasion  by 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Brown,  pastor  of  the  church  of  that  place,  from  Job  19th 
Chapter  and  25th  verse,  first  clause  —  T  know  that  my  Redeamer  liveth’ 
chosen  by  the  deceased.  Mr.  Mershon  was  early  in  life  impressed  with  a 
sense  of  the  importance  and  necessity  of  practical  religion,  and  for  more 
than  half  a  century,  his  life  and  conversation  was  correspondent  to  the 
profession  which  he  made,  and  worthy  of  the  gospel  of  our  Lord  and 
Saviour  Jesus  Christ.  The  meek  and  modest  manner  of  his  life,  was  not 
calculated  to  excite  public  observation,  but  humility  and  lowliness  of 
mind,  virtues,  peculiarly  characteristic  of  him  who  said,  ‘Learn  of  me, 
for  I  am  meek  and  lowly  in  heart,’  could  not  escape  the  observation  of 
those  who  were  familiarly  acquainted  with  him.  He  had  for  a  long  time 
faithfully  served  the  church  of  which  he  was  a  member,  as  one  of  its 
officers  —  first  as  a  deacon,  and  the  latter  part  of  his  life  as  an  elder. 

He  was  one  of  that  old  class  of  Christians,  of  which  there  are,  if  any  but 
few  survivors,  who  witnessed  the  remarkable  revival  of  religion,  about  50 
or  60  years  ago  in  Maidenhead  and  other  places  in  New  Jersey,  when  we 
are  informed,  it  was  impossible  to  pass  a  night  in  any  house  where  family 
worship  was  not  to  be  found  —  in  a  good  old  age  he  has  followed  a  pious 
and  beloved  partner  to  the  grave  —  while  their  ashes  rest  in  hope,  may 
the  answer  of  their  pious  prayers  fall  in  blessings  on  their  surviving 
children." 

37.  A  large  flat  stone,  flush  with  the  ground,  back  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  at  Lawrenceville,  New  Jersey,  marks  the  burial  place  of 
Henry  Mershon  IV  and  his  wife  Sarah.  We  read: 

“Memory  of  Henry  Mershon  who  departed  this  life  on  the  15th 
day  of  April  1815,  in  the  75th  year  of  his  age  —  and  —  Sarah  his  wife  who 
departed  this  life  on  the  22nd  day  of  November  1809  in  the  62nd  year  of 
her  age."  We  have  both  the  birth  and  death  records  of  no  other  child  of 
Henry  III,  so  we  are  especially  grateful  for  these  of  Henry  Mershon  IV  and 
his  wife. 

And  what  was  the  maiden  name  of  this  wife  Sarah?  We  can  only 
present  the  following  reasoning  and  let  you  make  your  own  conclusion. 
Henry  IV  and  Sarah  had  given  their  eldest  son  the  family  name  “Major" 
for  the  mother  of  Henry  IV.  Did  they  give  their  second  son,  Ralph  Hunt 
Mershon,  the  name  of  Sarah’s  father?  Presumably  it  was  Ralph  Hunt2  who 
in  1755  recorded  his  children’s  births  in  the  Maidenhead  Township  Book 
and  in  this  list  is  a  Ralph3  Hunt  born  in  1742  and  a  “Sarah"  born  October 
15,  1748.  This  Sarah  was  brought  up  across  the  road  from  the  home  of 
Henry  IV's  brother  Benjamin  Mershon.  Also,  she  had  sisters  Keziah, 
Elizabeth,  Abigail  and  Mary,  names  given  by  Henry  IV  and  wife  Sarah  to 
four  of  thcii  daughters.  Henry  Mershon  IV's  will  was  witnessed  by  Ralph 
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Hunt  and  Caleb  Shreve  and  the  estate  Inventoried  by  Caleb.  Were  they 
brother  and  nephew-in-law  of  Sarah,  wife  of  Henry  IV?  Finally,  accord¬ 
ing  to  her  gravestone,  Henry  IV’s  wife  Sarah  was  in  her  62nd  year  at  her 
death  on  November  22,  1809,  and  Sarah  daughter  of  Ralph  Hunt  would 
have  been  in  her  62nd  year  on  that  date.  Were  they  one  and  the  same 

Sarah?  With  this  query  we  close  our  sketch  on  Henry  Mershon  IV  and 
Sarah  his  wife. 


CHILDREN  OF  HENRY  IV 

(The  Ten  Daughters5) 

38.  The  large  family  of  Henry  Mershon  IV  consisted  of  four  sons 
and  ten  daughters,  all  of  whom  lived  to  maturity  except  Anna  (1st)  the 
eldest  daughter,  born  in  1767,  but  died  in  infancy;  and  Keziah,  born  in 
1771,  who  is  not  mentioned  in  her  father’s  will,  so  presumably  had  died 

before  1815.  Sarah  born  in  1781  and  Elizabeth  born  in  1783  remained 
spinsters. 

In  our  book  on  Peter  Mershon  we  have  already  told  of  his  son 
Daniel’s  third  marriage  in  1807  to  Mary,  daughter  of  Henry  Mershon  IV. 
Mary,  born  in  1773,  was  a  whole  generation  younger  than  Daniel,  who  was 
of  the  same  age  as  Mary’s  father  and  who  was  his  own  cousin.  Mary  was 
considerable  of  a  business  woman  and  with  the  help  of  her  brother,  Dr. 
John  Stockton  Mershon,  settled  Daniel’s  extensive  estate  after  his  death 
in  1819.  They  had  no  children.  Then,  in  1823  Mary  w’as  married  to 
George  Armstrong  of  Somerset  County  and  of  her  subsequent  history  we 
have  no  record.  The  sisters,  Ruth  born  in  1769,  and  Abigail,  bom  in  1776, 
gave  us  an  amusing  genealogical  situation.  Abigail  married  Samuel  Lee 
and  they  were  parents  of  eight  children.  Samuel  Lee  was  the  son  of  David 
and  Elizabeth  Lee.  The  mother,  Elizabeth,  died,  and  in  1818  David  Lee 
remarried,  his  bride  being  Ruth  Mershon  who  thus  became  the  step-mother- 
in-law  of  her  sister  Abigail.  Ruth  and  David  had  no  children.  We  have 
records  of  the  posterity  of  Abigail  and  Samuel  Lee  through  their  son 
Henry  Mershon  Lee,  whose  grandson  Warren  L.  Lee,  son  of  John  Wesley 
Lee,  did  extensive  research  on  his  branch,  and  was  an  interested  attend¬ 
ant  at  our  annual  Reunions.  From  their  father's  Will  we  know  that  Anna 
(2nd)  married  a  Tindle  and  Juliana  a  Scattergood,  but  wre  cannot  tell  of 
their  posterity.  We  shall  speak  later  of  the  remaining  daughter,  Valeria 
and  her  husband,  Reuben  Hunt. 


RALPH  HUNT5  MERSHON 

(Henry  IV,  Henry  IH,  Henry  II,  Henri) 

39.  Although  Major  Mershon  was  the  eldest  of  the  four  sons  of 
Henry  IV  and  Sarah  Mershon,  we  shall  leave  him  until  last,  and  tell  now 
of  the  second  son,  Ralph  Hunt  Mershon. 

“Ralph  lived  on  his  farm  at  Baker's  Basin”,  says  an  old  letter 
Irom  his  nephew,  Ralph  S.  Mershon.  This  would  have  been  the  land 
deeded  him  by  his  father,  just  west  of  the  Assunpink  Creek,  the  easterly 
portion  of  that  185  acres  willed  to  Henry  IV  by  his  father  Henry  HI. 

There  is  not  much  further  to  say  about  Ralph  Hunt  Mershon  him¬ 
self.  lie  married  twice,  the  first  wife  being  “Keziah”,  by  whom  he  had 
live  children;  the  second  “Catherine”,  by  whom  he  had  three.  The  eldest 
child  was  Richard  Blackwell  Mershon  who  graduated  from  The  College  of 
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Now  Jersey  now  Princeton  University  in  1834  and  from  Jefferson  Medical 
College  in  Philadelphia  in  1839.  For  a  time  he  practiced  in  Central 
Jersey,  but  removed  to  Newuirk  in  1850,  where  he  died  in  1895,  at  the  age 
of  82  years.  The  family  of  his  grandson,  Frederic  S.  Ackley,  son  of 
Emily  B.  Mershon,  has  long  had  an  interest  in  our  Association.  Ralph's 
son  Henry  H.  Mershon  was  considered  a  model  farmer,  and  the  great  house 
on  his  plantation  far  back  on  the  west  side  of  the  Lawrenceville-Penning- 
ton  Road  still  marks  this  family  site.  Other  data  on  Ralph's  children  wall 
be  shown  on  the  chart. 


JOHN  STOCKTON5  MERSHON 
HENRY  M.5  MERSHON 

(Henry  IV,  Henry  III,  Henry  II,  Henri) 

40.  The  two  youngest  sons  of  Henry  Mershon  IV  were  Dr.  John 
Stockton  Mershon  and  Henry  M. ,  whose  brotherly  ties  were  especially 
close,  as  shown  in  a  collection  of  old  letters  written  1813-1817  by  Henry 
M.  to  John  S.,  and  now  in  our  Association  Archives  through  the  courtesy 
of  the  granddaughter  of  Dr.  John  S.,  Miss  Hope  L.  Mershon  of  Zanesville, 
Ohio.  We  also  have  receipts  for  tuition  paid  by  John  S.,  in  the  Medical 
and  Surgical  Departments  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  in  1811  and 
1812.  Dr.  John  S.  was  practicing  up  the  Delaware  near  Frenchtown,  New' 
Jersey,  and  Henry  M.  was  a  clothing  merchant  in  Philadelphia.  The  letters 
are  chatty  ones  about  the  brothers  and  sisters  and  their  doings.  Henry 
advises  his  brother  to  enter  the  navy,  and  we  find  from  the  office  of  the 
Adjutant  General  of  New  Jersey  that  John  S.  Mershon  was  commissioned 
as  Surgeon’s  Mate  in  1814  in  the  War  of  1812;  and  likewise  in  1815  in  the 
War  writh  Algiers. 

41.  These  letters  also  contain  numerous  bits  of  philosophy  and  re¬ 
marks  about  business  of  the  time.  In  1815  after  the  close  of  that  war, 
Henry  M.  deplores  the  fact  that  “immense  quantities  of  foreign  goods  have 
been  throw'n  into  our  markets  and  produced  a  great  depression  in  prices.’’ 

Henry  M.  had  been  very  desirous  for  his  brother  to  marry  an 
“honourable  Lady  of  Rank’’,  which  Dr.  John  S.  did,  but  not  until  some 
time  after  the  death  of  Henry  in  1819.  The  lady  was  Miss  Abigail  Smith, 
a  granddaughter  of  the  Revolutionary  War  patriot,  Ralph  Hart,  and  wife 
Penelope.  Ralph  was  cousin  of  John  Hart  “The  Signer.’’  To  the  descend¬ 
ants  of  Dr.  John  S.  and  Abigail  Mershon  the  Association  owes  special 
gratitude;  to  their  daughter,  Miss  Ellen  Scudder  Mershon,  for  her  genea¬ 
logical  interest;  to  their  son,  Ralph  Smith  Mershon  of  Zanesville,  Ohio, 
for  his  extensive  Mershon  research  in  the  1880’s  and  1890’s  in  collabora¬ 
tion  with  Mrs.  Jeanette  McKee  of  Pittsburg,  Miss  Harriet  L.  Mershon  of 
New  York  and  William  Mershon  of  Rahway  w'hich  led  to  the  publishing  of 
the  first  family  chart,  as  we  have  previously  explained;  and  to  the  son  and 
daughter  of  Ralph  S.,  Ralph  Davenport  Mershon,  eminent  consulting  elec¬ 
trical  engineer  and  American  Patriot,  who  was  on  the  organizing  committee 
of  the  Mershon  Association,  and  Miss  Hope  L.  Mershon  for  her  interest  and 
her  contribution  of  many  old  family  documents  of  such  value  in  our  researcl 
documents  preserved  and  handed  down  from  her  grandfather,  I)r.  John  S. 
Mershon. 
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MAJOR5  MERSHON 

(Henry  IV,  Henry  III,  Henry  II,  Henri) 

42.  The  War  of  1812  was  at  its  height.  England  had  blockaded 
eastern  ports,  had  attacked  Washington  and  burned  the  Capitol  and  Presi- 
ent  s  home,  and  had  also  attempted  to  take  Baltimore.  This  was  to  a 
large  extent  a  naval  war,  and  Philadelphia  was  in  danger  of  attack  by  way 
of  the  Delaware  River.  Major  Mershon  was  eager  to  help  prevent  such 
contingency.  He  was  a  boatman  with  shipping  interests  along  the  Dela¬ 
ware;  he  knew  the  river  channel,  and  he  knew  what  he  could  do.  He  took 
three  of  his  smaller  vessels  to  a  selected  point  below  the  city,  and  with 
oaded  stone  sank  them  in  the  river  —  nor  did  he  ever  ask  recompense  from 
the  government  for  this  sacrifice. 

^  the  time  of  this  episode,  the  story  of  which  comes  to  us  from 
his  grandson,  Onias  Mershon,  Major  was  living  in  Lamberton,  a  little  ham¬ 
let  near  the  river,  now  a  part  of  South  Trenton.*  It  was  not  long  after  this 
that  his  father  died,  and  in  his  will  we  read,  “son  Major,  all  lands  on  the 
northwest  side  of  the  Turnpike  Road  leading  from  Trenton  to  New  Bruns¬ 
wick.”  Thus  had  Henry  IV  divided  the  farm  inherited  from  his  father,  the 
easterly  part  to  son  Ralph  by  deed,  as  we  have  said,  and  this  portion,  a 
few  thousand  feet. northeast  of  the  Shabbacunk  Creek  along  present  High¬ 
way  1,  to  son  Major. 

Whether  or  not  Major  then  retired  from  his  boating  business  and 
spent  his  remaining  life  in  farming,  we  do  not  know.  The  letters  of  his 
brother  Henry  M.  to  brother  Dr.  John  S.  mention  him.  but  give  no  clue  as 
to  his  work.  At  any  rate  he  had  lived  sufficiently  long  near  the  river  and 
its  activities  to  transmit  a  love  for  such  work  to  his  four  sons  who  en¬ 
gaged  in  some  form  of  his  father’s  occupation,  as  did  also  several  of  the 
grandsons.  In  our  charts  we  shall  give  you  our  data  on  the  children  and 
grandchildren  of  Major  and  wife  Sarah,  but  here  mention  only  those  con¬ 
cerning  whom  we  have  some  bits  of  biography  or  those  whose  descendants 
of  recent  generation  have  contributed  especially  to  our  Mershon  Associa¬ 
tion  activities. 


DANIEL  SMITH6  MERSHON 

(Major5,  Henry  IV,  Henry  in,  Henry  II,  Henri) 

43.  Prom  a  history  of  “Bucks  County,  Pennsylvania”,  by  W.  W.  H. 
Davis,  we  find  that  Daniel  Smith  Mershon,  was  born  in  Trenton,  N.  J., 
and  in  early  life  “followed  the  river  to  some  extent”.  He  afterwards  ’ 
purchased  a  farm  across  the  river  in  Bucks  county  and  thereafter  pursued 
the  occupation  of  farming.  His  wife  was  Mary  Smith  of  that  county,  a 
young  lady  of  Dutch  descent.  Two  of  their  sons,  William  Condon  and 
Daniel  S.,  Jr.,  were  in  business  together.  A  news  paper  item  states, 

“At  Bordentown  was  the  shipyard  of  W.  C.  and  D.  S.  Mershon.”  William 
Condon  was  owner  of  the  schooner  “William  Mershon”,  a  600  ton  boat 
which  engaged  in  extensive  coastwise  trade  along  the  middle  Atlantic 
States.  One  of  his  great-grandchildren,  Dorothy  Mershon  Brown,  wife  of 
Thomas  Adams  of  Bordentown,  New  Jersey,  has  been  our  efficient  record¬ 
ing  secretary  at  our  annual  Mershon  reunion  meetings  for  the  past  many 
years. 

Of  the  fourth  child  of  Daniel  S.  and  Mary  Mershon,  we  shall  let 
one  of  his  grandsons  tell  us.  We  quote  from  a  letter  of  September  1926 
from  Capt.  Daniel  M.  Garrison,  then  of  the  faculty  of  the  Naval  Academy 
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at  Annapolis,  Maryland.  “My  grandfather,  Daniel  Smith  Mershon  (Junior), 
at  one  time  practically  controlled  all  the  shipping  on  the  Delaware 
between  Bordentown  and  Philadelphia,  This  in  addition  to  a  line  of 
ships  in  coastwise  and  foreign  trade.  He  built  two  men-of-war  in  his 
shipyards  at  Bordentown  during  the  Civil  War.  My  mother  christened  one 
of  them."  She  was  Hannah  Mershon,  wife  of  Samuel  Garrison.  He  con¬ 
tinues  —  “My  onby  brother,  Samuel  Frederick  Garrison,  is  living  in 
Bordentown,  N.  J.  ,  He  has  one  son,  S.  F.  G.,  Jr.”  Yes,  and  that  Samuel 
F.  Garrison,  Jr.  and  his  capable  wife,  Marie,  have  long  been  among  our 
officials  and  best  workers  in  the  Mershon  Association. 

Of  Joab  C.  Mershon,  son  of  Daniel  Smith,  Sr.,  Bucks  County 
history  says  that  he  was  very  young  when  brought  by  his  parents  from 
Trenton  where  he  was  born.  He  was  reared  to  farm  life  and  became  pros¬ 
perous  in  that  pursuit.  Many  of  his  posterity  still  reside  in  the  vicinity 
of  Morrisville,  the  one  best  known  to  us  being  a  great-grandson,  Harrison 
Mershon,  Jr.,  an  interested  member  of  the  younger  generation  and  earnest 
worker  on  our  Association  Executive  Committee. 


JOAB  HUNT6  MERSHON 

(Major5,  Henry  IV,  Henry  HI,  Henry  n,  Henri) 

44.  Our  files  contain  the  genealogical  data  on  this  son  of  Major 
Mershon,  but  no  history  concerning  him,  so  we  shall  pass  on  to  items 
which  we  have  concerning  a  number  of  his  children,  twelve  in  all,  al¬ 
though  several  died  young.  Joab  in  at  least  one  record  is  called  “Cap¬ 
tain,”  so  perhaps  he  had  some  boating  interests.  At  any  rate  several  of 
his  sons  followed  this  family  occupation.  John  D.  the  eldest  “commanded 
a  boat  in  the  Civil  Wrar,  and  his  brother  George  P.  was  an  engineer  on 
this  boat.” 

The  eighth  child  of  Joab  H.  and  his  wife,  Phoebe  Applegate, 
was  James  A.  Mershon,  who  “ran  a  mail  boat  from  Washington  to  Fort 
Washington  during  the  Civil  War.”  We  are  very  fortunate  in  having  as  an 
active  and  regular  attendant  at  our  yearly  Mershon  reunion  a  daughter  of 
this  James  A.  Mershon,  Mrs.  Margaret  Guyon,  now'  92  years  old.  It  is  her 
daughter,  Mrs.  Daisy  Summers,  whom  we  have  mentioned  as  having  es¬ 
tablished  the  Revolutionary  record  of  Henry  Mershon  IV.  Mrs.  Guyon  has 
told  us  of  the  greatest  event  in  the  life  of  her  father.  He,  with  his  ship’s 
crew,  sat  in  front  row  at  Ford’s  Theatre  the  night  of  the  assassination  of 
President  Lincoln,  and  he  never  could  tell  how  they  got  out  of  the  mob, 
as  everyone  just  went  crazy  for  a  time.  To  Mrs.  Guyon  we  are  also  in¬ 
debted  for  the  pictures  of  the  seven  brothers  which  we  are  reproducing. 
These  seven  sons  of  Joab  H.  Mershon  were  the  only  ones  who  lived  to 
maturity.  Of  these,  the  only  pioneer  to  the  west  was  Theodore,  who  went 
to  Jerseyville,  Illinois.  A  granddaughter  of  the  son,  William  West  Mer¬ 
shon,  Miss  Florence  Lebtien,  has  given  valuable  help  to  the  Mershons  in 
her  copying  of  Revolutionary  and  other  war  records  from  the  office  pf  the 
Adjutant  General  and  in  her  presentation  of  other  records  of  interest. 

We  must  speak  of  Caroline,  daughter  of  Joab  H.  and  Phoebe, 
who  married  George  Anderson.  Their  granddaughter,  Laura  Anderson,  and 
her  second  husband,  Dr.  W.  Wallace  Fritz,  whose  deaths  occurred  during 
the  same  week  in  November,  1951,  were  ardent  supporters  of  our  Mershon 
Association.  For  many  years  Dr.  Fritz  was  our  executive  secretary  and 
treasurer.  Another  of  our  workers  in  this  line  is  William  Anderson  of 
Trenton.  New  Jersey. 
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ABNER6  MERSHON 

(Major5,  Henry  IV,  Henry  HI,  Henry  II,  Henri) 

45.  The  fourth  son  of  Major  Mershon  was  also  a  boat  man.  An  ad¬ 
vertisement  in  the  "State  Gazette"  of  Trenton  of  February  1,  1848,  offers 
for  sale  by  J.  M.  Redmont,  "20  lots  on  Fair  Street  at  various  points  from 
Abner  Mershon ’s  Wharf  to  the  Acqueduct."  In  the  same  paper,  date 
January  1,  1850,  we  read:  "For  Philadelphia,  Schooners  ‘Commerce’  and 
‘Two  Sisters’  —  one  of  these  vessels  leaves  South  Trenton  every  Friday 
at  12  o’clock  and  1st  wharf  at  Chestnut  Street  (Philadelphia)  every  Mon¬ 
day  and  Wednesday  at  12  o’clock.  Freight  of  all  kinds  carried.  Abner 
Mershon."  Of  the  launching  of  his  "Two  Sisters"  on  June  19,  1847  the 
"State  Gazette"  said,  "The  new  sloop  of  Abner  Mershon  walked  off  the 
stacks  into  the  Delaware  on  Saturday  like  a  thing  of  life."  In  his  later 
life,  at  least,  Abner  resided  near  Morrisville,  in  Bucks  County,  Pennsy¬ 
lvania. 

Among  the  seven  children  of  Abner  Mershon  and  his  wife,  Anna 
Patterson,  the  one  who  stands  out  in  our  history  was  Onias  C.,  who  was 
born  in  1826  and  who  lived  until  within  a  few  months  of  his  100th  birth¬ 
day.  Numerous  family  items  from  his  memory  are  recorded  in  our  annals. 

He  stated  that  he,  himself,  "was  a  waterman  almost  all  his  life,  with  ex¬ 
ception  of  a  few  years  spent  at  farming."  Of  the  nine  children  born  to 
Onias  C.  Mershon  and  his  wife  Amanda  Valentine,  the  youngest,  Dr.  John 
V.  Mershon  of  Philadelphia,  has  survived  his  brothers  and  sisters.  Dr. 
Mershon  is  one  of  the  most  eminent  orthodontists  in  the  country.  He  was 
one  of  the  early  chairmen  of  the  Mershon  Association  Executive  Committee, 
and  he  and  his  wife,  Harriet  Worrall,  are  still  interested  in  our  work. 


JAMES  A.6  MERSHON 

(Major5,  Henry  IV,  Henry  III,  Henry  II,  Henri) 

*  46.  In  this  youngest  son  of  Major  Mershon,  not  only  was  there  con¬ 

summated  all  the  love  for  the  water  and  its  business  pursuits  found  in  his 
father  and  older  brothers,  but  there  developed  in  James  A.  a  spirit  of 
pioneering  which  took  him  to  the  fore  in  the  ship  building  industry  and  into 
the  captaining  of  his  ships  far  from  his  native  Delaware.  He  ran  a  packet 
line  between  Philadelphia  and  Bordentown,  New  Jersey,  whence  goods 
were  taken  by  stage  coach  to  New  Brunswick,  then  by  boat  to  New  York. 

He  established  a  shipyard  in  Philadelphia,  and  developed  one  of 
the  most  extensive  shipbuilding  and  shipping  interests  in  the  country.  He 
had  built  for  him  the  "Zachary  Taylor",  the  first  three  masted  schooner 
that  ever  floated.  His  many  vessels  were  used  in  the  coffee  trade  between 
Philadelphia  and  Venezuela;  and  they  plied  between  the  Sandwich  and 
Canary  Islands  and  American  ports.  He  brought  the  first  cargo  of  asphaltum 
from  Trinidad  (Lake  of  Pitch)  to  Philadelphia,  which  was  used  as  a  pave¬ 
ment  in  front  of  the  old  State  House.  Besides  his  river  packets  and  coastal 
clippers,  Captain  James  A.  Mershon’s  merchantmen  were  sturdy  enough  to 
carry  their  master  and  his  cargoes  to  London,  Singapore,  Canton  and  other 
Oriental  ports." 

47.  Thus  were  the  ships  characterized  by  II.  Birchard  Taylor,  Vice- 
President  of  Cramp  Shipbuilding  Company,  and  great  grandson  of  William 
Cramp  its  founder.  Captain  Mershon  and  his  wife  whose  maiden. name  was 
Patterson  made  their  home  in  the  Kensington  section  of  Philadelphia.  He 
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was  a  man  of  great  wealth  who  used  it  for  the  advancement  of  others  as 
well  as  lor  his  own  enjoyment.  One  day  he  met  a  young  ship’s  carpenter, 
William  Cramp,  who  was  eager  to  build  a  ship  himself.  Captain  Mershon  ’ 
give  his  permission,  after  approving  the  model  William  had  made,  and  he 
financed  its  construction.  Furthermore,  he  sailed  the  ship  to  New  Eng¬ 
land  alter  its  completion,  and  was  so  pleased  with  its  success  that  he 
encouraged  young  Cramp  to  further  building,  and  thus  eventually  was  born 
this  well-known  firm  of  Cramp  Shipbuilding  Company. 

Furthermore,  the  neighboring  establishment  of  Rainy,  Naphey 
and  Levy  in  their  initial  work  as  ship  builders  often  required  financial 
assistance  and  Captain  Mershon  never  failed  them  in  their  temporary 
need. 

With  all  the  help  which  Captain  James  A.  Mershon  gave  these 
younger  firms  in  getting  established,  it  seems  rather  to  be  regretted  that 
his  sons  did  not  carry  on  his  own  work.  The  eldest,  called  “Captain” 
Charles,  was  a  Walnut  Street,  Philadelphia,  shipbroker,  and  Joseph,  the 
second  son,  was  a  ship's  carpenter.  His  son,  Franklin  Anderson  Mershon 
moved  to  Red  Hill,  Virginia,  and  it  is  from  memoranda  written  by  him  con¬ 
cerning  his  father  that  we  have  in  part  taken  this  story.  The  notebook 
with  its  interesting  content  was  loaned  by  Faber  Mershon,  grandson  of 
Franklin  A. 

While  the  family  of  Henry  Mershon  IV  had  few  land  pioneers, 
these  branches  of  his  son  Major,  we  think,  certainly  did  considerable’ 
pioneering  in  the  maritime  business. 


CHARLES4  MERSHON  -  HENRY4  MERSHON 
CHARLOTTE4  MERSHON  -  FRANCES4  MERSHON 
MARIA4  MERSHON  -  ELIZABETH4  MERSHON 

(Major5,  Henry  IV,  Henry  IH,  Henry  II,  Henri) 

48.  Concerning  these  six  children  of  Major  and  his  wife  Sarah 
Compton,  we  can  state  that  Charles  who  wedded  Alice  Pidcock  had  no 
family;  Henry  was  an  invalid  and  did  not  marry;  Charlotte  married  Mahlon 
Lovett,  and  Maria,  Owen  Lovett;  FYances  married  Samuel  Richey,  and 
Elizabeth,  Mr.  Fenelet.  Our  charts  show  daughter  posterity,  but  since 
we  have  no  items  of  history  about  these  six  children,  we  shall  close  our 
story  as  it  concerns  Major  Mershon  and  his  family,  and  go  back  to  that  of 
Major's  father,  Henry  IV,  and  his  daughter,  Valeria. 


VALERIA5  MERSHON 

(Henry  IV,  Henry  HI,  Henry  II,  Henri) 


49.  We  have  purposely  left  until  last  the  account  of  this  eighth  child 
of  Henry  IV  and  Sarah  Mershon,  since  Valeria  bends  our  story  back  to  her 
grandfather,  Henry  Mershon  III,  who  titles  these  sketches  of  Mershon 
history.  In  reviewing  our  earlier  chapters  we  recall  that  Henry  III  had  re¬ 
ceived  by  deed  the  easterly  half  of  his  father’s  1708  Stacy-Beakes  pur¬ 
chase  and  that  this  plantation  had  been  willed  by  Henry  III  to  his  son 
William.  William  in  turn  had  willed  to  his  son  Andrew  the  homestead  site 


portion  in  the  northwesterly  angle  of  the  junction  of  the  Assunpink  and 
Shabbacunk  Creeks  north  of  Trenton.  Then  in  1794  Andrew  had  deeded 
this  Mershon  land  to  Jonathan  Hunt,  who  lived  only  until  the  next  year, 
llis  will  having,  specified  that  his  land  should  he  sold,  his  wife  Abigail 
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purchased  the  plantation  for  1,550  pounds,  but  in  1798  she  deeded  it  to 
her  son  Reuben  Hunt. 

Now  on  October  23,  1797  Reuben  Hunt  had  married  our  Valeria 
Mershon  and  was  taking  over  his  parental  homestead  for  the  establishing 
of  his  own  family,  which  eventually  consisted  of  children:  Cicero,  Jere¬ 
miah,  Eleanor,  Juliet  F.,  Catharine  G.,  Lewis  B.,  Henry  H.,  James, 
Augustus,  Charles  and  Johathan.  We  have  not  a  doubt  that  this  home 
where  Valeria  went  to  live  was  that  which  was  built  by  her  grandfather, 
Henry  Mershon  III.  By  the  year  1812,  however,  that  house  would  have 
been  around  eighty  years  old,  and  without  doubt  it  needed  to  be  replaced 
by  one  more  commodious  for  the  growing  family  of  Valeria  and  Reuben 
Hunt. 

50.  That  the  building  of  the  new  home  was  begun  in  that  year  can¬ 
not  be  doubted,  because  this  writer  visited  the  place  in  the  1920's  and 
saw  the  date  1812  on  the  keystone  of  the  front  of  what  then  remained  of 
the  house.  That  it  was  not  completed  until  the  summer  of  1815  is  evident 
from  one  of  the  letters  written  by  Valeria’s  brother  Henry  M.  to  brother 
Dr.  John  S.  Mershon,  which  says:  “Reuben  has  made  rapid  progress  in 
building  the  house.  I  expect  it  will  be  ready  for  the  family's  reception  in 
two  or  five  weeks.”  Reuben  and  Valeria  Hunt  lived  until  the  early  1830’s 
to  enjoy  this  home  and  their  children.  After  Reuben’s  death  the  place  was 
sold  to  John  Titus,  having  been  a  Mershon  possession  or  a  descendant’s 
homesite  for  120  years. 

Here  had  been  reared  Henry  Ill’s  children,  William,  Joseph,  Ben¬ 
jamin  and  Henry  Mershon  IV,  as  well  as  some  of  the  children  and  grand¬ 
children,  each  with  his  propensity  for  pioneering  afar,  or  for  remaining  in 
the  native  environs.  Since  the  delightful  wooded  entrance  to  this  old 
family  estate  and  all  of  its  landmarks  have  now  been  obliterated,  we  are 
happy  to  have  been  able  to  record  for  their  posterity  not  only  these  family 
sketches,  but  something  of  the  distant  yesterdays  of  this  homestead  site 
of  their  forefather,  Henry  Mershon  III. 
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OLIVER  FRANCIS  MERSHON,  M.D. 

NOVEMBER  27,  1873  -  FEBRUARY  22,  1953 

We  register  our  sorrow  in  the  passing  of  our  beloved  Dr.  Mershon, 
president  of  the  Mershon  Association  since  1938.  He  had  a  keen  and 
generous  interest  in  all  phases  of  our  work,  and  one  of  his  last  con¬ 
versations  pertained  to  the  printing  of  these  “Mershon  Sketches.” 


Dr.  Mershon,  79,  Eye  Expert,  Dies 


Dr.  Oliver  F.  Mershon,  an  eye 
specialist  in  this  city  for  many 
years,  and  assistant  professor  of 
ophthalmology  in  the  Graduate 
School  of  Medicine  of  the  Univer- 
*  sity  of  Pennsylvania  from  1930  to 
1918,  died  Sunday  at  his  home, 
2110  Pine  st.  He  was  79. 

Dr.  Mershon  was  born  in  Martins 
Creek,  Northampton  county,  and 
was  the  son  of  George  M.  and 
Henrietta  McFall  Mershon.  He  was 
graduated  from  Easton,  Pa.,  High 
School  and  Temple  University,  and 
the  old  Medico-Chirurgical  College 
in  1904. 

ACTIVITIES  LISTED 

He  was  assistant  demonstrator 
of  anatomy  and  instructor  in  re¬ 
fraction  at  the  Medico-Chirurgical 
College  from  1905  to  1916.  He 
also  was  instructor  in  ophthal¬ 
mology  there  from  1916  to  1920. 

Dr.  Mershon  was  a  member  of 
the  Medical  Advisory  Hoard  of  the 
Hod  Cross  Hospital  No.  1  in  this 
city  during  the  First  World  War. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Medical  Association,  the 
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Medical  Society  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  the  Philadelphia 
County  Medical  Society  of  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania  and 
Phi  Chi  Fraternity.  He  was  also  a 
member  of  the  Philadelphia  Medi¬ 
cal  Club  and  the  Aesculapian 
Club.  Dr.  Mershon  was  a  Mason 
and  an  Odd  Fellow. 

ELDER  OF  CHURCH 

Dr.  Mershon  was  a  descendant 
of  Henry  Mershon,  who  came  from 
France  in  1685,  settled  on  Long 
Island  and  later  moved  to  Lawren- 
ceville,  N.  J.  He  was  an  elder  of 
the  Bethany  Collegiate  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church,  Aronimink. 

Dr.  Mershon's  first  wife  was  the 
late  Harriet  A.  Crater,  of  Easton, 
Pa. 

Surviving  are  his  wife,  the 
former  Goldie  May  Small;  five 
children;  Mrs.  Robert  Milne,  of 
Norwood;  John  D.,  Oliver  F.,  Jr., 
and  Ray  W.,  all  of  this  city,  and 
George  S.,  of  Drexel  Hill. 

Funeral  services  will  be  held  at 
2  P.  M.  Thursday  at  Oliver  H. 
Hair’s,  1820  Chestnut  st.  Burial 
will  lx?  in  Arlington  Cemetery, 
Drexel  Hill. 

—  F obruary  24,  1953 
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